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THB SHUNAHMITB B CHILD. 



**8o abo vent, and came unto the man of God to mount Garmel. 
And it oame to pao^ when the man of God saw her afiu* oS, that ho 
aaid to GehazI hia senrant, Behold, yonder is that Shunammlte: run 
now, I pray tbee^ to meet her; and aay unto her. Is it well with thee? 
Is it well with thy husband? Is it well with the ohild? A.nd she 
answered, /( i$ toeS."— 8 King* It. 25, 26. 



It is a blessed circumstance^ when piety and 
wealth are united in the ■ same person. Un* 
happily^ however, this is an oocurrence which 
we are not often privileged to behold. Wealth 
and rank present so many temptations, thai 
it requires strong faith, and a thoroughly dis- 
ciplined character, to resist their influence. 
Hence the almost insuperable difficulties with 
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which the rich have to contend, before they 
can force their way through the strait gate 
which leadeth unto life. Hence it is that not 
many wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, are called. And 
hence too it is, that when the exalted in 
station and wealth are enabled to stand the 
ordeal to which they are subjected, they are in 
general pre-eminently pious. Like Jeremiah's 
good figs, they are very good. Such a person 
appears to haye been that Shunammite, so in- 
teresting a portion of whose history is recorded 
in the passage of Scripture from which the 
motto prefixed to this introductory chapter is 
taken. She was a great woman, we are told, 
and one who evidently loved the Lord, and 
delighted in his ordinances. And her love to 
God was appropriately manifested in the re- 
gard which she cherished for his servant. 

It is not quite so certain that her husband 
was of an entirely congenial spirit; but, at all 
events, he did not thwart her wishes, and 
seems to have yielded willingly to the hallow- 
ing influence which she exercuBed over hinL 
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And sttcfa^ in similar circomsianceSy will 
generallj be tlie case with ereiy man whose 
principles are not perrerted, and character 
thoroi^hlj degraded. When the warm and 
genuine piety of the female heart giyes a 
charm and consistency to the whole diaracter, 
it furnishes a living epistle in behalf of spirit- 
ual religion, so conyincing and persuasive that 
few can altogether withstand its influence. 

It happened on a day, that the prophet 
Elisha came from his rugged dwelling among 
the caves of Carmel, to the town of Shunem, 
pleasantly situated in the fertile plain of £s- 
draelon, half way between Carmel and Tabor. 
H^re he was observed by the pious woman of 
whom we have been speaking, and pressed to 
enter her friendly dwelling. At first, he ap* 
pears to have declined the invitation, but suf^ 
fered himself at last to be constrained to par- 
take of her hospitality. The spirituality and 
kindness of this pious Shunammite, appear to 
have produced a most &vourable impression 
on the mind of the prophet; for afterwards, 
as often as he passed that way on his mission- 
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My tours^ he turned in thither to eat bread. 

The Shunammite's respect and value for the 
man of God, grew with her opportunities of 
becoming more intimately acquainted with 
him. Doubtless she experienced a profit in 
his conyersation, and a blessing in his prayers^ 
which she accounted cheaply purchased by 
any attention and kindness which it was in 
her power to bestow upon him. In order to 
accommodate the prophet, — and without any 
breach of charity, we may suppose, with a 
view to her own spiritual improvement, — she 
proposed to her husband that they should 
construct for him a small and retired cham- 
ber, where, apart from the bustle of the 
&mily, he might enjoy a more favourable op- 
portunity for study, and uninterrupted com- 
munion with God. The proposal met with 
her husband's approbation; and the little room 
was prepared, and furnished, with nothing in- 
deed that could minister to luxury, but with 
all that was really needful for the man of 
God. 

The prophet was deeply moved with this 
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kindness; and his grateful heart contemplated 
some return. In consequence probably of the 
miraculous supply of water, which he had 
been the means of procuring for the combined 
armies of Judah, Israel and Edom, he seems 
at this time to have had considerable influence 
at the court of Jehoram, king of Israel; and 
he asked the Shunammite if he would use thai 
influence to procure some favour for her, from 
the king or captain of the host. But the 
good Shimammite had no ambition to shine at 
a court, and no iayour to ask from the king, 
or his general She was content with her 
condition. The lines had fallen to her in 
pleasant places; and she wished to continue, 
as she had done, to dwell among her own 
people. 

" What, then, is to be done for herl" said 
the prophet to his servant Gehazi. This 
acute, but wordly-minded man, haying more 
leisure, and probably more inclination, than 
his master to survey the circumstances of the 
family, perceived that their worthy enter- 
tainers had no child, and that> the husband 
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being old, there was no prospect, in the or- 
dinar/ course of nature, of their obtaining an 
heir. Supposing, therefore, that no boon 
could be more acceptable to them than a son, 
the fruit of their own bodies, he suggested to 
his master, the propriety of praying the Lord 
to confer upon them this blessing. The pro- 
phet concurred in the propriety of the sugges- 
tion, and besought the Lord to bless his 
friends with a son. He knew that his prayer 
was heard, and felt warranted to announce to 
the Shunammite, that> at a particular time^ 
abe would embrace a son. 

At the set time the promised child was 
bom. And being a child of promise, and an 
only one, the s(m of the declining years of his 
parents, we may well suppose that he became 
the object of their devoted attachment* Years 
passed on, and he grew in stature imd in in- 
terest, till he was able to go to his father in 
the harvest field; when, from incautious ex- 
posure, he was smitten, probably, with what 
is termed in southern climes, a stroke of the 
sun. '* My head, my head,* cried the lovely 
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boj to his father. That father, apprehending 
no danger, gaye him in charge to a lad, that he 
might carry him to his mother. When bronght 
to his mother, the hand of death was npon 
him, and he sat on her knees till noon, and 
then died. 

The Shunammite could not mistake thenature 
of the change which had come over the coun- 
tenance of her beloved child. She saw that 
his spirit had departed. But as that child 
had been miraculously given to her, at a time 
when she was neither complaining of her 
barrenness, nor asking one, she thoitght she 
had some grounds to expect that the child, 
thus miraculously giren, might be miraculous- 
ly restored. In this hope she resolved to 
make immediate application to the man of 
God, in answer to whose prayer the child had 
been given* With this view, she carried the 
lifeless body of her child to the prophet's 
chamber, and laid him on his bed, and shut 
the door upon him, and went out There is 
much that partakes <^ the true moral sublime 
in the conduct of this noble-minded woman. 
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on the present trying occasion. Intense as 
must have been her own grief^ with exquisite 
delicacy, she spared the feelings of her hus- 
band, and would not communicate to him the 
dismal intelligence, till she saw whether her 
last hope might not be realized. When she 
requested her husband to send her a young 
man and an ass, that she might run to the 
man of God, and come again; in answer to 
his inquiry, " Wherefore wilt thou go to him 
to-day, seeing it is neither new moon nor 
Sabbath,** she simply replied, '' It shall be 
well" In strong faith, she was satisfied that, 
whateyer might be the issue of this affair, all 
would be well, because ordered by a Ood of 
infinite goodness and wisdom. She was satis- 
fied that all would be well, but at the same 
time, eagerly availed herself of the only means, 
through which she could hope for the re-ani- 
mation of her beloved son. With all speed, 
therefore, she hastened to mount Carmel to 
the man of Ood. And when he recognized 
her in the distance, suspecting from her 
fitrange and hurried maimer, that there was 
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something wrong, he sent forward Gehazi to 
ask her, — "Is it well with thee? — ^is it well 
with thj husband? — h it well with the child?" 
Without stopping, she simplj answered, as she 
hurried past him to the prophet, " It is well.*' 
She felt even then, that what was done to her 
was well, because Ood had done it. Yes, the 
eye of faith enables us to perceive, that what- 
ever Ood does, it is well, however painful the 
work wrought maj sometimes be to flesh and 
blood. The Shunammite had felt all the bitter- 
ness which the death of an only child occar 
sions, though she had still some hopes for him, 
even in regard to a present world. When 
we are placed in similar circumstances, we 
can cherish no such hopes, yet even then 
amidst the desolation of the heart, faith en- 
ables the Christian to say, " It is well** 
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CHAPTER II. 

THB DEATH OF SINNEBS NEOESSARr. 

"By one man ala entered Into the world, tnd deRth by tin; uid 
•0 death pused np<m all men, for that all hare sinned."— iZom. t. l& 

It must be admitted by all who acknow- 
ledge the Divine soyweigntj, that Qod has a 
right to dispose of his own as he pleases; and 
that it becomes his dependent and sinful 
creatures, to bow with meek resignation to 
his righteous dispensations. The children 
whom we are accustomed to call ours, are not 
reallj so, but God's; they are pleasant trusts 
committed to our charge, whom we are bound 
to bring up for him, and when he removes 
them from us, he takes but into his immediate 
possession his own property. It becomes us, 
therefore, to resign them back to him without 
a murmur; and in the spirit of the patriarch, 
to say, "Naked came I out of my mothers 
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womb) and naked shall I return tluther: the 
Lord gave and the Lord hath taken awaj; 
blessed be the name«of the Lord." It is 
equally plain that, as Ood is a being of infinite 
goodness and wisdonii all his dispensations 
must be kindly meant, and wiselj ordered^ 
however severely they may be felt, and how- 
ever inscrutable they may appear. All this 
must be admitted. Still we are not of those^ 
who, contrary to the common sense, and com- 
mon feelings of mankind, would represent 
the death of the body as no great eviL It is 
a tremendous evil, and God meant it to be 
felt 'as such. Even temporal death is con- 
fessedly the greatest of natural evils, — an 
event this, from which we instinctively recoil 
There is something appalling to our feelings 
in the dissolution of this living frame — the 
breaking up of the tenderest ties — the passing 
into an unknown state of existence, and the 
saying to corruption, Thou art mj father; and 
to the worm. Thou art my mother and my 
sister. And viewed as forming part of the 
discipline of the Covenant, and as being % 
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standing testimonj of the Divine displeasure 
against sin — ^a visible and affecting memoria 
of the spotless pnritj, and inflexible justice o: 
that Qt)d with whom we have to do, deatl 
can never bd contemplated without the deep- 
est solemnity and awe. It is represented ii 
Scripture as an enemy, — "The last enemj 
that shall be destroyed is death;'* and again 
as the wages of sin, "The wages of sin is 
death." Even Paul, though he had a desin 
to depart and be with Christ, which is fai 
better, yet shrunk back from dissolution, ano 
would fain have entered glory without having 
to pass through the gate of death. "Not 
for that we would be unclothed," said he, 
" but clothed upon, that mortality might be 
swallowed up of life." 

We would do well to mark the distinction 
between death, as a threatening of the la^f 
given to man before the fall, and death, as a 
condition of his being in his present fallen 
and ruined state — the destiny allotted to himj 
after the promise of a Saviour had been made 
*~4he hope of mercy vouchsafed to him. The 
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former inrolyed separation from Ood, the 
loss of all commimion witli him, exposure to 
his wrath, the tremendous curse, in fine, 
which, when fully inflicted on anj of the 
descendants of Adam, consigns them to in- 
conceivable and hopeless misery. The latter, 
though in itself a great evil, an appropriate 
and mournful sequel to the sorrow of hearty 
and sweat of face, in which he was to eat 
bread till he should return to the ground, is a 
totally difierent thing from the former; and 
necessary not only for the yindication oi the 
Divine law, but for the recovery of the 
lapsed nature of man. The sting is taken 
away, the connection between it and eternal 
misery is broken. It serves to demonstrate 
the power of the Redeemer, and ultimately 
to show that the believer himself is more than 
a conqueror. 

Thus God's truth and justice require the 
temporal death of all men without exception; 
for though Christ abolished eternal death for 
the behever, and made a full satisfaction to 
ofiended justice, Ood s truth requires that 
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the belierer must submit to temporal death, 
before he can be admitted to eternal life. 

But again, fallen and ruined as human 
nature now is, it is through death that God's 
gracious purposes to man can be best ac- 
complished. Hardened, corrupt, and insen- 
sible as the heart of man has become, it 
seems as if nothing less than death were suffi- 
cient to impress upon him an adequate sense 
of the exceeding guilt, and evil, and danger 
of sin. Death afifords an awful demonstration 
of this, which is continuallj not only brought 
home to the understanding and feelings, but 
made palpable even to the senses. Awfullj 
depraved as man has become, it seems as if no 
less terrible a process of discipline than death 
were adequate to purge away his dross. And 
it appears as if the occurrence of death at all 
ages, were necessary to impress upon us a sense 
of the uncertainty of life, and the propriety of 
constant watchfulness ; of always having our 
lamps not only trimmed, but burning. 

We would not then under-estimate the eyil 
of death. The mourner must feel that it is a 
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heartless mockery to attempt to do sa But 

glorj to God, that, though still terrible, death 

has through the atonement been deprived of 

its stingj so that the believer can now look 

forward to it without being overwhdmed with 

terror; regarding death natural as the gloomy 

and painful passage, by which alone he can 

be admitted to life eternal 

But there is a certain sense, in which death 

is to be regarded as gain by the believer; not 

merely as introducing him into the immediate 

presence of Christy but as converted into an 

instrumentality for procuring a greater amount 

of good for him, than unfallen man would ever 

have enjoyed! It is mentioned among the all 

things which belong to the believer, in virtue 

of his union with the Saviour, and is specified 

in the inventory of his property.* Thus, then, 

though death cannot be dispensed with by a 

Gad of inflexible justice, its evil has been 

neutraliaed to the believer. And not only so^ 

but out of the very depths of this great evil, 

the greatest possible amount of good will be 

ultimately evolved. 

♦ 1 CJor. iu. 22. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE SPIEITS OP DEPABTED CHILDREN WITn 

CHRIST. 

" For I am In a strait betwixt two, haying a desire to drpart^ 
and to be with Christ; whleh Is fiur better."— P^i/tp. I. 23. 

I do not mean to enter upon tbe considera- 
tion of the question, as to the salration of all 
dying in infancy. The afiirmatiye of this has 
been maintained by some of the best theolo> 
gians, and most eminent saints. '' Infants,** 
says Scott, '' are as capable of regeneration as 
grown persons; and there is abundant ground 
to conclude, that all those who hare not lived 
to commit actual transgressions, though they 
share in the effecta of the first Adam's offence, 
will also share in the blessings of the second 
Adam's gracious covenant without their per- 
sonal faith and obedience, but not without 
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the regenerating influence of tlie Spirit of 
Christ.''* But whether we come to a decision 
on the general question or no, it appears that 
there is sufficient eyidence in Scripture to 
make it manifest, that the children of believ- 
ers, who are themselves in covenant with 
Christ, and have dedicated to God their in- 
fant offspring, are partakers of all the benefits 
of the new covenant; and that> consequently, 
when they die in infancy, their salvation is 
indubitable. The church on earth is composed 
not only of believers, but of their children. 
" For the promise is imto you, and to your 
children, and to all that are off," said Peter, 
addressing the Jews on the day of Pentecost. 
And Paul, speaking of a conjugal relation, 
when one of the parties is an unbeliever, says, 
" For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by 
the wife, and the imbelieving wife is sancti- 
fied by the husband : else were your children 
unclean, but now they are holy.'* The child- 
ren, therefore, of a believer dying in in&ncy 
are assuredly washed, and sanctified, and 

* Ooflimentary on Matthew xix. 18-15. 
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justified in tbe name of the Lord Jesusf, and 
by the Spirit of our God. 

As children are the special objects of affec- 
tion to their parents, and all the more because 
of their yerj helplessness, and dependence, 
and artless simplicitj, and engaging attentions, 
so they are objects of special interest to the 
Sayiour. When his disciples rebuked those 
who brought young children to Jesus, that 
he might put his hands upon them and 
pray, he was much displeased, and said, 
" Suffer the little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not; for of such is the king- 
dom of heayen." And he took them up in 
his arms, we are told, put his hands upon 
them, and blessed them. The Good Shepherd 
still carries the lambs in his bosom; and the 
first charge he gaye to Peter, when he rein- 
stated him in his apostolic office after his fall, 
was this, *' Feed my lambs." If the death of 
his saints is precious in the sight of the Lord; 
specially so, haye we reason to belieye, is that 
of the children of his saints. 

It is solemn and sad in any circumstances 
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to stand by the bed of death; it is inexpressi- 
bly so to see a little child conflicting with 
the last enemy; and, tenacious of life as he is, 
maintaining a struggle under which a more 
vigorous frame would haye sooner sunk. Those 
only who have experienced it^ can appreciate 
a parent's feelings on such an occasion; when 
he feels how vain is the help of man, and sees 
that his most kindly-meant endeayours to re- 
lieve, tend often only to aggravate the dis- 
tress of the little sufferer. ** I haye sinned," 
he is ready sometimes to say with .David, 
" and I have done wickedly; but that lamb, 
what has he done?" Away, murmuring, and 
rebellious thoughts. What! shall a worm of 
the dust presume to arraign the wisdom, and 
distrust the goodness of Him who is wonder- 
ful in counsel, and excellent in working. 
Peace, thou tempest-tossed and agitated soul, 
be stilL Jesus, though invisible to the eye of 
sense, is here. All the particulars of this sad 
scene are ordered according to his appoint- 
ment. It is he who has raised the tempest, 
it is he who is directing its course; and hard 
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though it may be to bear its fury, it is waft- 
ing the object of thy solicitude more quickly 
forward to the desired haven. He has reach- 
ed it. The storm, having accomplished its 
work, is hushed, and now there is a great 
calm. But a little while ago when the hurri- 
cane was at its height, you heard nothing 
save its terrific roar, but it was otherwise with 
him who was in the vortex of it. A voice 
came upon his ear, soft and sweet, but far 
more powerful than the howling of the tem- 
pest, ^' It is I; be not afraid." It was the 
voice of the Good Shepherd. He came him- 
self to sustain, to comfort, and encourage his 
little lamb, in the season of nature's extrem- 
ity. 

I have often thought, not from the indul- 
gence of a vagrant fancy, but from what I 
have myself witnessed at a dying bed, that 
sometimes before the soul of a believer is dis- 
engaged from the body, the glories of paradise 
are partially disclosed to his view, and that the 
distant tones of its hymns of sweetest melody 
burst upon his ravished ear; that, hovering as 
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it were midway between earth and heaveD, he 
catches a glimpse of the spiritual worlds before 
he leaves the material Thus it is, as it were, 
on the summit of mount Nebo, where the 
believer's last battle is to be fought, when he 
is already within hearing of the songs of Zion. 
Faint not, suffering believer, the promised 
land is full in view before thee. Hearest thou 
not those heavenly voices which are cheering 
thee on to victory? Be assured this is no 
transient view, which is but set before thee, 
and then snatched away for ever. Thou wilt 
soon be permitted to descend into the goodly 
land beyond Jordan, and enter the new Jeru- 
salem with songs, and everlasting joy upon thy 
head. 

If this be so, we have reason to believe, that 
children more especially, timid and helpless 
as they are, will be upheld with all these con- 
solations in the time of their great extremity. 
If angels are sent forth to minister to them, 
who shall be heirs of salvation, there is scarcely 
any time, when their services seem to be more 
wanted than at the hour of dissolution. And 
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if little children, such as our Sayiour called to 
him, and set in the midst of the disciples, when 
he would impress upon them the necessity of 
humility; if these haye their angels that in 
heaven do always behold the face of our Father, 
who is in heayen — ^if they haye continual 
access to God, for instructions regarding those 
who are entrusted to them; we cannot doubt 
that they will be present, watching over their 
interesting charge, at that most solemn hour, 
when the immortal spirit is disengaged fix>m 
the clay tabernacle. With what kindness will 
they receive the emancipated soul into their 
arms, with what joy welcome it to the world 
of Bpirito, and with what exultation convey it 
into the presence of the Lamb. 

When the soul is separated from the body 
it does not for a moment sink into a state of 
unconsciousness; it is introduced rather into 
a state of vastly increased activity. The dust 
shall indeed return to the earth as it was, but 
the spirit shall return unto God who gave it. 
And in the case of the redeemed, they are in- 
troduced immediately into the presence of the 
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Lord. *' Whilst we are at home in the body/' 
sajB Paul, '' we are absent from the Lord." 
And again, ^'We are confident, I saj, and 
willing rather to be absent from the bodj, 
and to be present with the Lord." And to the 
penitent thief on the cross^ Jesus himself made 
the remarkable declaration, ^'Verily, I saj 
unto thee, to-day shalt thou be with me in 
paradise." 

We do not mean to say, that the diaem* 
bodied spirit is in a perfect state; its condition 
is necessarily imperfect till it is reunited to the 
body. Its condition, however, is in some re- 
spects far preferable to that which it eigoyed 
on earth, in connexion with a mortal and sin- 
polluted body. " For me," sud Paul, " to die 
is gain." And again he says, '* I am in a 
strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart 
and to be with Christ; which is &r better." 
It will be purified from all the remains of in- 
dwelling corruption, and made perfect in holi- 
ness. It will be delivered from all grief, and 
anxiety, and pain, and made perfect in hap- 
piness^ up to the full measure of its capacit/ 
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of enjoyment. There can be no doubt, that 
the innumerable multitude whom John saw, 
when he obtained a glimpse into heaven, 
standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms 
in their hands, were the disembodied spirits 
of the just made perfect. And the descrip- 
tion of them may help us to form some idea 
of their condition. Thej had come out of 
great tribulation, and had washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. " Therefore," said the elder, who de- 
scribed them to John, "are they before the 
throne of God, and serve him day and night 
in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne 
shall dwell among them. They shall hunger 
no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall 
the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the 
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne 
shall feed them, and shall lead them unto 
living fountains of water; and God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes." 

From this it would appear, that disem- 
bodied spirits are invested with some tern- 
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porarj covering, some ethereal TeHicle thai 
serves the purpose of a body. This appears 
still further evident, from the visible appear- 
ance which Moses presented to the- apostles, 
on the mount of transfiguration* There k 
nothing remarkable - in Elijah's appearance on 
that occasion in a body; for he carried his 
with him to heaven. But Moses died as other 
men. The form in which he appeared, there- 
fore, could not be his glorified bodj, but 
something which served as a temporary sub- 
stitute for it. 

Again, from all this it would appear, that 
the disembodied spirits of the saints are not 
in a state of indolent repose. Moses, along 
with Elijah, was evidently employed on some 
important mission, when they apj^ared in 
glory on the mount, and spake with Jesus of 
his decease which he should accomplish at 
Jerusalem. And we are told by John, thai 
the saints who are before the throne, serve Ood 
day and night in his temple. We may sup- 
pose, therefore, that they will make daily ad- 
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Tances in knowledge, as thej do. in happiness 
and purity. 

We cannot pretend to determine, in what 
manner the spirits of little children will he 
employed in the mansions of glory. But 
surely those purest and loveliest, where all are 
pure and lovely, will not he without their ap- 
propriate employment. They may he, per- 
haps, the choristers of heaven. How inex- 
pressihly sweet, these melodious voices of the 
innumerahle multitude of redeemed children, 
as they celehrate the praises of Him who has 
washed them from their sins in his own blood, 
" till not a spot remains.** Oh how suhlime, 
how magnificently glorious that hurst of 
praise, as it swells through the aisles of hea- 
ven's gre&t sanctuary, louder than ten thou- 
sand thunders, yet* softer than the summer 
hreeze, as it plays among the strings of an 
Eolian harp! Heart-striken parent, who art 
mourning with such hittemess of soul, over 
the death of thy heloved child, and almost 
refusing to he comforted hecause he is not; 
what if God removed thy child, to supply the 
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room of one promoted to a higher place in the 
children's choir] * Dost thou grudge him to 
God for such a purpose? Wouldst thou be so 
selfbh as to detain him from such glorj, that 
he might please thee for a while on earth] 
No, surely, if a wish could bring him back, 
thou wouldst not breath it. It is a happiness 
and a glory far beyond what it has entered 
into the heart of man to conceive; and this 
will reconcile thee to the thought of separation, 
assured as thou art, that thy loss is his un- 
speakable gain. 

* For this beautiful thought, the author is indebted 
to a letter from Mrs Duncan of ButhwelL And he 
mentions this circumstance the rather, as, from the ten- 
der S7mx>aihy and enlarged views of that deeply exer- 
cised mother in Israel, he experienced much consolation 
-when suffering under the sorrow which arises from the 
death of an only sou. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE WAnFAniS OF DEPARTED CHILDREN ACCOJI- 
PLISUED, AND THEIR REST SECURED. 

SToums sho tlint Iio Is tnkrti 

Where every pain is o'er,— 
Wiiere not a human passion 

Shall mar his quiet mora 7 
Otl cdold she bear the swectunas 

Of his angelic strain, 

Not life's best gift would tompt her 

To call him back again I 

Jtmkitu 

One of the most trying circumstances^ in 
connexion with the death of beloved children, 
is the remembrance o^ their sufferings. The 
mind can often with difficulty cease brooding 
oyer them. Busy fancy presents their forms 
continually to the view, at one time radiant 
with health and beauty, and anon as they lay 
wasted with sickness on a dying bed. We 
still seem to witness their distressed days, and 
sleepless nights, full of tossings to and fro, 
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unto tbe dawning of the day; and the heart 
bleeds at every' pore, as their dying moans 
still fall upon the ear. And then, bitter re- 
flections will sometimes arise as to the course 
of treatment pursued, and driye the soul al- 
most to distraction. This is the sorrow of 
the world, which, if indulged in, will soon 
bring the strongest frame down to the dust ot 
death. It is proper, in such circumstances, 
io dismiss second causes from the mind alto- 
gether, to be still, and know that the Lord is 
God, without whom not even a sparrow can 
fall to the ground: and if so, much less, we 
may be assured, can sickness attack, or death 
remove any of his intelligent children without 
his express appointment. 

It is much wiser to fix the mind upon what 
the departed is now, than upon what he was 
a little while ago; upon what he is now enjoy- 
ing, than upon what he was lately suffering. 
How comforting the thought, that, however 
ill it was with him lately, it is well with him 
now; that his sufferings, and trials, and 
sorrows are all over; that ho has accomplished 
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his warfare and is at rest; and especially, that 
his great work of dying is done^ that fearful 
work in which we have all to engage. His 
last terrible struggle is over; he has through 
Christ gotten the victory, and entered upon 
his reward. Short has been his career through 
this valley of tears, and rapid his passage to 
the happy land. And, surely, you would not 
have him back to renew his sorrows, and the 
great work of dying to repeat. Instead ot 
grieving over his recent sufferings, it were 
better to let the eye of faith rest upon his 
present glory; to behold him in new robes 
washed and made white in the blood of the 
Lamb, his head resplendent with a glorious 
crown, and in his hand stretched out the < 
victor's palm. 

If yon had the happiness to be related to a. 
victorious general, and saw him entering in 
triumph into the capital of the empire, that 
had been saved by his wisdom and valour; 
Burely, you would not keep brooding and 
weeping over the hardships of his severe 
campaign, or the honourable wounds received 
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on the field of victory! These would be little 
thought of now that they were oyer; and, by 
contrast^ would only give additional intensity 
to the cordiality with which you would con- 
gratulate him on the distinguished place to 
which he had attained. And, so, it ill-be- 
comes the believer to brood and repine over 
the death-bed sufferings of a beloved child, — 
the wounds received in the conflict with the 
last enemy. It becomes him, rather, to look 
at him with the eye of faith, as entering the 
New Jerusalem in triumph; having gotten the 
Yictory, not in the battle of the warrior, with 
confused noise and garments rolled in blood, 
but through patient sufi'ering, and faith in 
Him who spoiled principalities and powers, 
and made a show of them openly, triumphing 
over them on his cross. 

We are apt to mourn over the death of dear 
children, because of its being so premature; 
and grieve to think of them as lovely flowers 
nipped in the bud, before the blossoms had 
time to expand; ere their tints could be heigh- 
tened, or the fruit matured by adequate ex- 
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posure to the summer sun. This, however, is 
a mistake. God*s children are never removed 
prematurely. Their times are in his hand; 
and when the time appointed^ for their re- 
moval is come, thej are sufficiently ready for 
the purpose which they are intended to serve. 
^' In one sense, it is a imiversal truth, and ever 
fulfilled to the Lord's people, that, whensoever 
they die, they die in a good age. Yea^ though 
they die in the spring and flower of youth, 
they die in a good old age; — ^that is, they are 
ripe for death, whenever they die. Whenever 
a godly man dies, it is harvest-time with hi£ 
Though in a natural capacity he he cut down, 
while he is green, and crept in the bud or 
blossom; yet in his spiritual capacity, he never 
dies before he is ripe. God ripens his speedi- 
ly, when he intends to take them out of the 
world speedily. He can let out such warm rays 
and beams of his Spirit upon them, as shall 
soon maturate the seeds of grace into a pre- 
paredness for glory.''* It is not uncommon 
to see extraordinary spiritual precocity in 

* Oryl on Job t. 28. 
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children who die young, indicating that they 
ire already ripe for glory, and in a condition 
fully to enjoy the rest which remaineth for 
Sod's people, when called upon to enter it. 
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CHAPTER V. 

DEPARTED GHILDBEN EXEMPTED FBOM THE 
TROUBLES AND TEMPTATIONS OF THIS LIFE. 

*' How know yon but your tronble might hare been greater fhMa 
the life, than It b fiom the death of your children ? Sad ezjterienee 
made a holy man onoe to say. It Is better to weep for ten dead child- 
ren, than for one liring ch\li."~-FiaveL 

Parents are oflen full of anxiety about mak- 
ing a temporal provision for their childrdi; 
and this not unfrequently becomes a snare and 
temptation to them. But God has provided 
for the departed infinitely better than earthly 
parent or friend could have done. Instead 
of an estate or profession, they have gotten a 
kingdom. How safely and happily are they 
lodged in their Father's house of many man 
sions, where Christ himself has prepared a 
place for them, and received them to himself, 
that where he is, there they may be also. Tlie 
troubles of this life cannot hurt them, lie trials 
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cannot disturb them. The cold winds of ad- 
versity cannot reach them. They are in pos- 
session of the 'inheritance incorruptible, un- 
defiled^ and that fadeth not away.*' No anxiety 
need irow be felt for them, no fear of their 
falling before temptation, and ruining their 
prospects, both for time and eternity. 

It is hard indeed, to see a beloved child 
stretched on a dying bed, wildly delirious, or 
utterly prostrated, dumb and unconscious; 
but better far to see those once beautiful, and 
still dear lips black in fever, than opened in 
cursing ; better far to lay him in the grave, 
and bury our most fondly cherished earthly 
hopes with him, than to see him a moral 
wreck, the burden and grief, and shame of his 
friends, and a disgrace and nuisance to the 
community. 

You may flatter yourself, perhaps, that your 
child gave such evidence of piety and intelli- 
gence, and amiableness, as to afford the bright- 
est prospect of worth and extensive useful- 
ness; and that you would have trained him 
with such care, and made him the subject of 
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SO many prayers, that jou would have had no 
doubt as to the stability and integrity of his 
character. But^ remember, that many child- 
ren of pious parents, as beautiful, and attrac* 
tive, and promising as yours, have made ship- 
wreck of character and conscience, and brought 
down the grey hairs of their parents with sor- 
row to the grave. Eemember that Nadab and 
Abihu were the sons of Aaron, who most pro- 
bably in the madness oi intoxication, profaned 
their sacred office; and, in consequence, were 
immediately, without time for repentance, 
made an awful example of Divine justice, and 
devoured by fire from the Lord* Had they 
died in childhood, he would have had hope 
concerning them, but what hope could he now 
have 9 Had they died in childhood, he might 
have relieved his burdened heart by giving 
expression to his sorrow, and pouring forth a 
flood of tears. But now he held his peace. 
He was forbidden to uncover his head, or rend 
his garments, or give any outward indication 
of the unutterable distress under which his soul 
was ready to sink. Can we doubt that Sa- 
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muers sons were well trained, and enjoyed the 
benefit of a holy example? And yet they 
walked not in his wajrs, but turned aside after 
lucre, and took bribes and perverted justice. 
Think of the sons of Eli, Hophni, and Phine- 
has. He was a man of God, but they were 
sons of BeliaL They were priests by profes- 
sion, but they knew not the Lord. They prac* 
tised the most grievous oppression and extor- 
tion, and committed the grossest immorality, 
in circumstances the most scandalous and God- 
provoking. And such was the reproach which 
they brought upon religion, that men came to 
abhor the offering of the Lord. With what 
anguish must Eii*s heart have been wrung, 
when he heard all that his sons did unto all 
Israel; and especially when the man of God 
reproached him for honouring his sons above 
God, and denounced the woes which were to 
descend^ and continue upon his family. Be- 
member that Amnon and Absalom were among 
the son^ of David. And what must have been 
the feelings of the father, when he said to Abi- 
shai, '' Behold my son, which came forth of 
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my bowels, seeketh my life.** Once more, 
remember that wicked Manasseb, who made 
the streets of Jerusalem flow with innocent 
blood, was the son of the good king Hezekiah. 
Do not let us suppose that matters are, in 
this respect, essentially different in modern 
times; and that the children of believers are 
always truly religious. No doubt it is from 
the families of the saints that the great body 
of t)ie pious usually spring. They enjoy ad- 
vantages which others do not possess; but 
every man of observation and experience must 
have witnessed many instances, which pain- 
fully prove, that piety is not necessarily here- 
ditary, and that true ifelievers are " bom not 
of blood, nor of the will oi the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God." This age has seen 
lew holier or more devoted men than Leigh 
Bichmond, and few have been more honoured 
in the conversion of souls; and yet his eldest 
son was the cause of great bitterness and griet 
of mind to his righteous parents. A change 
appears to have come over this youth in his 
later years ; but this his father knew only from 



ASLEEP IN JESUS. 47 

report; and never from the time when he 
lingered on the shore till the white sails of the 
vessel were no longer discernible that bore from 
Britain's shores the object of so much anxiety, 
was he privileged to behold his "sailor boy." 

We might mention the case of Andrew 
Fuller, the contemporaiy and fnend of Leigh 
Richmond, a man of equal piety and devoted- 
ness, and of equally extensive usefulness in 
the Church of God. In some respects, he was 
even more severely tried than Mr Richmond 
by the misconduct of his eldest son. And 
though he had hopes concerning this wanderer 
in the end, he never saw him after a favour- 
able change was manifested in his character. 
The intense agony of soul which this man of 
Grod experienced during the lifetime of this 
undutiful son, may be learned from such ex- 
pressions as the following: — ''My heart is 
almost broken. * * ♦ ♦ ♦ When I lie 
down, a load almost insupportable depresses 
me. Mine eyes are kept waking; or if I get a 
little sleep, it is disturbed; and as soon as I 
awake, mj load returns upon me. * * Oh, 
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my Qoif this child whom thou hast given me 
ia charge is wicked before thee, and is disobe- 
dient to me, and is plunging himself into miiu 
* * If I see the children of other people, it 
aggravates my sorrow. Those who have had 
no instruction, no pious example, no warnings 
or counsels, are often seen to be steady and 
trusty; but my child, who has had all these 
advantages, is worthy of no trust to be placed 
in him." * 

Such instances as these may well shut our 
mouths, and prevent all murmuring of heart, 
when we commit our dear children to the 
dust in the full assurance of a better resur- 
rection. They are not only free from sin, but 
beyond the reach of temptation. No com- 
plaint will reach us because of them. There 
will be no sore hearts for them. No blush 
will ever come over our face for them. Gh)d 
has taken them into his own keeping; and oh 
how blessed and safe are they with the ever- 
lasting arms beneath them, and heaven's holy 
society to refine and ennoble them. 

* Letter by Mr FuUer to a fHend. Life, p. 105. 
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CHAPTER VL 



THE RESdEEECTION. 



■* I wovOa not bate 70a to be ignorant, brethren, oonocming them 
whicfa are aaleep, that ye mmcm not, tren as others whleh hare 
no hope. For if we bellere that Jeeua died and rose again, oTen 
■o them alM which ileep in Jesaa will God bring with him."— 
1 Th0$9(aonkuu It. \\ IL 



It is inexpressibly solemn and affecting to 
witness the change which death brings over 
the countenance, when the spirit is departed; 
to look at the dim ejes which cannot be closed, 
and the stiff, marble-like features, lovely, it 
may be, even in death, but destitute of the 
expression with which they used to be lighted 
up. It is sad, but still a relief to the oppressed 
heart, to steal into the chamber of death, and 
gaze upon the object of so much affection 
lying in his coffin. I will not speak of that 
dear body in the thougjitless language which 
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some liave used, as a cast-off garment, which 
is now worn out and thrown aside; or as the 
case merely which contained the deathless 
principle, the living and intelligent heing. No, 
it is the dear partner, the faithful servant of 
the soul, which will he raised up in beauty, 
after it has been purified from all the pollution 
of sin. It has fallen asleep, and it sleeps in 
Jesus. It is not the spirit that is asleep. We 
have shown that, at death, the spirit is intro- 
duced into a state of greatly increased activity. 
It is the body that is asleep; and inasmuch as 
it is said to be asleep in Jesus, it is plain that 
even the mortal body of the saint is an object 
of deep interest and attention to the Lord. 
To us also let it be an object of tender solici- 
tude. Let even the dust of the departed be- 
de^v to our hearts. Let us lay the body in 
the grave as in a quiet resting-place, where it 
will sleep sweetly till the glorious morning of 
the resurrection-day. 

Oh what comfort in the thought, that 
though sown in corruption, the body shall be 
raised in incorruption; that though sown in 
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dishonour, it shall be raised in glory; that 
though sown in weakness, it shall be raised in 
power; that though sown a natural body, it 
shall be raised a spiritual body. Yes, on that 
blessed morning, when the dead in Christ 
shall awake, and come forth from the dust of 
death, they shall be satisfied with the Kedeem- 
er's likeness; for not only will their spirits be 
renewed after his image, but even their bodies 
shall be fashioned like unto his glorious body. 
There is something unspeakably consoling 
in the doctrine of the resurrection. We have 
no knowledge of^ and no sympathy with, a 
merely spiritual state of existence. It affords 
therefore comparatively small comfort to know, 
that our departed friends have become spirits, 
and entered upon a new and unknown state 
of being. But oh what comfort in the thought, 
that they shall be restored to us again in the 
body; — that we shall see them again in those 
very bodies, in which we loved them and sym- 
pathized with them, only now rendered un- 
speakably beautiful, incorruptible, and glorious* 
*' And though after my skin worms destroy 
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this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God.*' 
Let us learn^ therefore, to look upon the dea 
with less fear, and greater interest 

To the eye of sense there is something tei 
rible in the approach and appearance of deatl 
The sinking strength, the faltering^ lip, th 
deep, long-drawn breath and glazing eye, pre 
claim the extremity of nature's anguish; bn 
to the eye of faith they are only the token 
of approaching deliverance. And when th 
mortal struggle is over, and the tyrant has se 
up his trophies of mock-triumph on the palli< 
countenance, and traced the flirrows of deso 
lation on the deserted tabernacle, it is difficul 
to conquer the feelings of terror and distrust 
But he who is possessed of a knowledge of thi 
truth, a little reflection will dissipate his fears 
and man him with resolution to gaxe witl 
calmness on the clay-cold corpse, and conside 
it not as a being eztinct, but as a tabemacl 
taken down that' is to be reared up again mor< 
glorious than before. The outbreakings o 
affection we may not repress; but though w< 

• Job xix. 26. 
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may sorrow, we are not to sorrow as those who 
have no hope; for if we belieye that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so them also which sleep 
in Jesus will God hring with him. 

T6 the eye of sense there is something ap- 
palling in the winding-sheet and the shroud; 
but the eye of faith can perceive under them 
the wedding-garment in which we are to be , 
introduced to the marriage-supper of the 
Lamb. To the eye of sense there is something 
shocking in the coffin and the -grave, the pu- 
trefaction and the worm; but to the eye of 
faith they appear only as the unsightly instru- 
ments, the necessarily disagreeable apparattxs, 
for moulding a corruptible body into an incor- 
ruptible form. So thoroughly polluted had it 
become by sin, that no cleansing process could 
purify the tainted constitution. So complete 
was the ruin, that it admitted of no repair. 
It must be reduced to its primitive elements, 
and undergo the purifying process of the 
grave, before it can be restored to its original 
purity and excellence; and then shall this 
corruptible put on incorruption. The trumpet 
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shall summon it forth of the tomb, in all the 
glory of incorruptible beauty, when it shall 
meet the soul at the prison-door to be re- 
united in a bond indissoluble throughout 
eternity. 

It would seem that the resurrection will 
furnish one of the mtfst glorious illustrations 
of the power of God. It was a great work 
when he formed man's body originally out of 
the dust of the ground ; but it will be a far 
greater work, when he raises up substantially 
the same body, after it had been reduced to its 
primitive elements; when he collects and as- 
sorts the dust that has lain intermingled for 
ages, and raises up not one body, but the 
bodies of all that have ever lived on earth. I 
do not say that it is necessary in order to 
bodily identity, that every particle of matter 
which composed the body at the time of death, 
must be raised up and enter into the resur- 
rection body. The matter which composes the 
body is in a state of perpetual change, though 
the identity of the body itself remains. The 
particles which compose it in youth, are pro < 
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bablj to a great extent different from those of 
which it is constituted in old age ; and yet it is 
substantially the same body. And so it may 
be with the resurrection body. Portions of the 
mortal body may pass into other combinations, 
but all that is essential to its identity will con- 
tinue. There are certain germs, it may be, 
certain essential atoms, which are indestruc- 
tible and incapable of mutation; and whether 
the body be burned in the fire, and the ashes 
scattered to the winds of heaven, or whether 
it be devoured by wild beasts; these essential 
particles which are necessary to the building 
up of the resurrection body are cared for by 
God. His infinite eye will be upon them as 
much as upon the angels of heaven, and they 
will be* preserved, and built up into that spirit- 
ual body, which will be fashioned like Christ s 
glorious body. 

This is a work every way worthy of omni- 
potent power and infinite wisdom: and it seems 
reasonable to suppose that throughout eter- 
nity, there will be ever increasingly glorious 
manifestations of Divine power and goodness; 
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And thqjresurreotion wiih all its infinitely im« 
portant consequences will be one of these. 

Let the bereaved comfort one another with 
such blessed yiews a£( these, which Grod has 
opened up to us Wn his word. Our belored 
children who have been removed by death are 
not finally lost, they are only separated from 
us for a season. Many suppose that in the. 
separate state their minds will expand, and 
attain maturity; and that, at the resurrection 
their bodies will arise, not as they lay down, 
little children, but in full maturity. This 
idea is beautifully brought out by Longfellow, 
in the following verses: — 

" She is not dead" — ^the child of our affection — 

But gone into that school. 
Where she no longer needs our poor protection. 

And Christ himself doth role. 

In that great cloister's stillness and seclusion 

By guardian angels led. 
Safe from temptation, safe from sin's poUution, 

She liyes, whom we call dead. 

Bay after day we think what she is doing. 
In these bright realms of air; 
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Yeu* afler year her tender iteps pnrsufaig^ 
Behold her grown more fair. 

Thus do we walk with her, and keep unbroken 

The bond which nature gives. 
Thinking that our remembrance, though unspoken. 

May reach her where she Utcs, 

Not as a ehild shall we again behold her; 

For when with rapture wild. 
In our embraces we again tmfold her. 

She will not be a child* 

*. But a fair maiden in her Father's mansion, 
Oloth'd with celestial grace; 
And beautiful with aU the soul's expansion^ 
Shall we behold her face. 

This may be so, if we are not to understand 
the expression in Hey. xz. 12, ''the dead, 
small and great," literally; but I ean see no 
reason for explaining it in anj other than 
the obvious sense, as meaning all the dead — 
children as well as full grown men and 
women. If so, then there is reaaom to beHeye, 
that their children will be restored again to 
God's people, little children still, as when 
they lost them, but purified and glorious, and 
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inconsistent with the ordinary method of tl 
Diyine procedure, and in direct opposition 1 
the passage from Revelations to which attei 
tion has already been directed. 

Bereaved parents, though jour childre 
may be safe, are you sure that you yourselvc 
are safe? Are you resting on Jesus as tb 
foundation of your hopes, and giving evidenc 
that you are in him, by showing, from tb 
holiness of your lives, that you are partakei 
of his spirit. Oh, as you would hope to mec 
your dear children, and be entrusted with th 
care of them again, see that you are united t 
Jesus, and seeking to glorify him. If ther 
can be sorrow in the bosoms of the saints h 
paradise, it will be a deep grief and grea 
disappointment to your children if they mis 
you there; if they be as orphans then, an< 
are committed to the care of others. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THB SUFFERINGS OF DYING CHILDREN APPOINTED 
TO SBRYE AN IMPORTANT PURPOSE. 



** Weeping may endnre for a night, but Joy oomath in tba morn- 
b^g.^—PMlm XXX. 8. 



Tu£ separation of man from all direct -and 
Tisible intercourse with the God who created,' 
and by the bounty of his proyidence continuall j 
sustains him, — ^his entire isolation and expul- 
sion from all immediate intercourse with any 
order of beings superior to himself — this is 
evidence enough to any reflecting mind, that 
God has a controversy with man; that it is 
because of some grievous offence that he has 
been cast away from his presence, and banished 
from the society of all pure and sinless intel- 
ligences. But the same awful truth is proclaim- 
ed in language still more stem and impressive 
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by the universal prevalence of death. One ma 
suppose that God might have created a race c 
intelligent beings, who were not intended to b 
immortal, whose existence was meant to term! 
nate after a limited period. But surely it is altc 
gether unworthy of the goodness and wisdoi 
of God; to suppose that he would never in an 
way have manifested himself to such being: 
or deigned to hold the slightest intercoura 
with them, or make them at all aware of th 
origin and end of their existence, though the 
were capable of comprehending, adoring, an 
loving him. Surely it is most derogatory t 
God to suppose that he would have tantalize 
them with feelings which were never to b 
gratified, or implanted in them anxious long 
ings after immortality which were never to b 
realized. And still more derogatory were i 
to the Most High, to suppose that the deatl 
of such creatures would be ushered in wit] 
intense distress, both of soul and body. I 
death had come on them without pidn an< 
without regret; if, after they had served th* 
purpose for which they were intended, thej 



ASLEEP IN JESUS. 63 

had faded away like the flowers when they 
have shed their seed; or if death had heen made 
to steal upon them all unconscious of its ap- 
proach; like a gentle sleep, when they were 
weary of the bustle of life, and longed for re- 
pose; then we might have understood how all, 
this could have been arranged, in perfect con- 
sistency with the character of a God of perfect 
righteousness and wisdom and goodness. 

But the death of man is ushered in by so 
many circumstances of suffering and distress, 
that it is impossible to regard it in any other 
light than as a token of the Almighty's wrath. 
Else whence the sickness and suffering by 
which it is preceded, and the last convulsiye 
agonies of dissolution ? Whence the breaking 
of hearts which it occasions, and all the nume- 
rous train of evils by which it is so frequently 
followed? Surely a kind and benevolent Being, 
SUCH as all his works proclaim the Lord to be, 
could never have made such an arrangement 
without provocation, and merely for the plea- 
sure of subjecting his frail creatures to such 
a sore endurance. If wo look merely into the 
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book of nature^ death appears an inscrutible 
mystery, a strange and unaccountable anomaly 
among the arrangements of Providence; but 
if we look into the book of God's word, we find 
a satisfactory explanation of the phenomenon. 
There we are told that death was the penal 
sanction of that covenant^ into which the Al- 
mighty condescended to enter with man; and 
that the first man, who was the covenant-head 
or representative of his race, having violated 
the covenant, entailed death upon himself and 
all his posterity. " By one man sin entered 
into the world; and death by sin, and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned."* 
This, then, and this alone, unfolds to us the 
mystery of death. 

In death we behold an awful illustration of 
the exceeding evil of sin, of the detestation in 
which it is held by God, and the utter impos- 
sibility of its being tolerated in his universe. 
In every death which we behold, in whatever 
form it may appear, and at whatever age it 
may occur, we see a solemn demonstration of 

* Bomam v. 12, 
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God's righteous indignation, and another pay- 
ment of the wages of sin. This is more strik- 
ingly the case in the death of little children. 
They have not committed actual transgression; 
and yet how often do they suffer and die, he- 
cause the seeds of corruption which they in- 
herited from Adam are in them! — that inherent 
depravity and strong tendency to evil which 
time and circumstances would have developed. 
We may think lightly of this original depi*- 
vity of nature; but God does not think lightly 
of it, — the sufferings and death of infants 
testify that he does not think lightly of it. It 
is this which renders us most odious in his 
sight; fd)* all actual transgressions are but so 
many outward demonstrations of the inward 
evil. 

It is heartrending to witness the protracted 
and often very severe sufferings of a dying 
child. It has sometimes been thought that in 
seasons of intense apparent suffering, children 
are insensible and unconscious, and that the 
severe struggling and bodily distress which we 
behold^ unfelt by them, is meant for the wam- 

E 
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ingand spiritual benefit of parents and friends. 
This maj sometimes be the case; but I am 
persuaded that children are very frequently 
keenly susceptible of the sufferings which they 
endure. And when we see them agonized 
with intense pain, it is difficult to preyent 
hard thoughts of God from arismg in our 
hearts. We can easily imderstand how per- 
sons of mature age should suffer so severely; 
we are satisfied that, their sufferings are little 
to, what their iniquities have deserved. But 
W0-Teel it to be a most mysterious dispensa- 
tion, that those little gentle ones should be 
afflicted so terribly, though they never com- 
mitted actual transgression. The thought will 
sometimes arise, that death itself, without 
being preceded by intense suffering, is a sufli- 
cient vindication of God's justice, and punish- 
ment severe enough for that original sin, to 
which the helpless sufferer was no party; and 
we feel these sufferings of infants to be most 
mysterious, as inflicted by a God of infinite 
mercy and goodness. This subject has often 
painfully exercised many an afflicted parent. 
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wHen watching over the death-bed of a be- 
loved child; but such dealings, on the part of 
God, are not only perfectly consistent with his 
goodness and mercy, but afford a striking 
illustration of his glorious attribute of wisdom. 
If children, passed through life into glory 
without suffering, they would have no experi- 
mental acquaintance with the terrible effects 
of sin, and thus would be less able to appreciate 
its danger and hatefulness, and the extent of 
the obligation xmder which we lie to redeeming 
love. But when they suffer intensely, espe- 
cially if they are a few years old, an impression 
will be made upon their minds which eternity 
will not efface. They will thus be enabled to 
appreciate the greatness of the deliverance 
which has been wrought out for them by the 
blood of the Lamb; they will thus have such 
views of the evil of sin, as experience of its 
effects only can give; and such feelings of 
love and gratitude to God, as those only can 
have who know experimentally soni^hing of 
the deplorable condition, from which, as con- 
demned sinners, they have been 4*edeemed. 
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And thus parents may be reconciled to the 
severe sufferings of their dear children; and 
able even in this world to vindicate what at 
first sight appears so mysterious, in the deal- 
ings of a God of infinite wisdom and goodness. 
These sufferings, it may be, are intense, bub 
they are soon over. Their duration is as 
nothing, in comparison of the eternity into 
which they are introduced at death; and the 
remembrance of these very sufferings will, by 
contrast, enable them all the more to enjoy 
heaven's exquisite and uninterrupted felicity. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE DEATH OF CHILDREN A LOUD CALL TO 

CONSIDER. 

** Hear jro the rod, and who hath appointed It "•J/imli ▼!. 9. 

In the preceding chapters we have endea- 
voured to show that it is well with the depart- 
ed children of helieving parents, fallen asleep 
in Jesus^ as there is sufficient ground to be- 
lieve from Scripture that they are. We shall 
now endeavour to show that it is well also for 
bereaved parents that thej have been thus 
afflicted. David's experience was, that it had 
been good for him, that he had been afflicted; 
and so will it be with every believer, who 
prays for the sanctified use of affliction. 
" Sanctified afflictions are the Lord's peculiar 
mercies to those whom he loves."* 

* Leigh Richmond. 
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When sickness has invaded the belieyer'a 
familj, and death is looking in at the win- 
dows> or has actually removed some beloved 
member of the little circle, it becomes the sor- 
rowing parents to recognise God's hand in the 
affliction, and seek to discover wherefore it is 
that he is contending with them. In the 
day of adversity there is a loud call to con- 
sider. The believer knows that there is no 
such thing as accident in this world; that 
affliction does not come forth of the dust, and 
that trouble doth not spring out of the ground; 
but that all events, from the most stupendous 
to the most minute, are determined by a God 
of infinite wisdom and goodness, and there- 
fore it becomes him solemnly and prayerfully 
to search into the state of his heart and life, 
with a view to determine wherefore the Lord 
has thus chastened him; for he afflicteth not 
willingly, nor grieveth the children of men 
without a sufficient cause. The voice oi 
Scripture as well as of reason urges the 
afflicted souji to this duty. "Wherefore," 
says Jeremiah, " doth a living man complain. 



^ 
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a man for the punishment of his sins? Let 
us search and try our ways, and turn again to 
the Lord." And though we may not be able, 
on all occasions, to fix upon the very cause 
which has drawn down upon us our afflictions, 
I believe that we generally may, — "So that 
that faculty, or that frame, or that action, 
which stands convicted in the court of con- 
science, is seldom held guiltless in the court 
of heaven."* 

I am aware that it may be said, and with 
some show of reason too, that the death of 
their children is no evidence that God has 
any controversy with the parents; that it is 
by such as are removed in childhood that the 
number of the elect is chiefly made up, and 
that of them heaven s inhabitants are mainly 
composed. It would be out of place here to 
enter into any controversy upon this subject. 
It is enough for our present purpose that the 
parents have been sorely distressed, and the 
whole house plunged into the depths of sor- 
row. It is admitted that God has done this, 

*Shaw. 
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that it is he who has inflicted the blow, and 
caused all this desolation; and therefore what- 
ever may be his purpose with regard to the 
departed child, he has a purpose to serve in 
thus afflicting the parents. If God's 0T.ly 
purpose in the removal of children were the 
filling up of the number ot the elect, why 
should one family be swept away, whilst 
another is left imtouchedl Why should that 
only child here be taken, whilst not one is 
taken from that large family, from which one 
would have been comparatively little missed? 
Every death has a mission to accomplish in 
the family in which it occurs. 

When a beloved child is removed, the blow, 
it may be, is severely felt by the bereaved 
parents. And doubtless God meant that it 
should be so, otherwise it would not have 
accomplished the intended purpose. But of 
this we may be sure, that not a stroke is laid 
on which could have been dispensed with. 
Never are God's people objects of deeper 
interest to their heavenly Father, than when 
his hand is lying most heavily upon them. 
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and no sooner is the intended purpose accom- 
plished, than it is removed. 

Do not let us, however, for a moment 
suppose, that affliction is always sent in this 
world in proportion to the guilt of men. All 
experience refutes this most uncharitable 
notion. On the contrary, it has often been a 
source of great perplexity and temptation to 
God's people, to behold the prosperity of the 
wicked, and the oppression and distress of the 
saints. " Righteous art thou, Lord," said 
Jeremiah, ** when I plead with thee, yet let 
me talk with thee of thy judgments. Where- 
fore doth the way of the wicked prosper, 
wherefore are they all happy that deal treach- 
erously?" And Asaph's feet were almost 
gone, his steps had well nigh slipped, when 
he saw the prosperity of the wicked : *' For 
there are no bands in their death," said he, 
" but their strength is firm. They are not in 
trouble like other men, neither are they 
plagued like other men." " Verily," he says* 
again, " I have cleansed my heart in vain, 
and washed my hands in innocency. For all 
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the day long have I been plagued, and chas- 
tened every morning." This is not the state 
of final retribution; it is only in the future 
Btate of existence, that many accoimts which 
are unsettled here shall be fully rectified. 
Still, when great afflictions befall a family or 
individual, people are very apt to connect 
them with some great transgression : *^ Re- 
member, I pray thee," said Eliphaz to Job, 
" who ever perished being innocent? or when 
were the righteous cut off] Even as I have 
seen, they that plough iniquity, and sow 
wickedness, reap the same." And no doubt it 
was in a similar uncharitable spirit, that some 
of the Jews were speaking of those Gralileans 
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their 
sacrifices, wben Jesus silenced their ungener- 
ous insinuations with these decisive words, 
" Suppose ye that these Gtilileans were sinners 
above all Galileans, because they sufiered 
such things] I tell you, nay; but except ye 
repent^ ye shall all likewise perish." 

There can be no doubt that this sentiment, 
which rises up so naturally in the mind^ is 
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based upon substantial truth. The error con- 
sists in supposing that there is full retribution 
here, and that the greatest sufferers are the 
greatest sinners. This, however, is certain, 
that without sin there can be no suffering; 
and though the punishment of the most guilty 
is often deferred till the future state of ex- 
istence, yet the severest sufferings of the 
saints are little to what their iniquities de- 
serve. And though we may not always be 
able to trace the connection between our 
afflictions and- our sins, of this we may be 
quite sure, that if we would listen in time to 
the voice of God*s word, we would less fre- 
quently be called upon to listen to the voice 
of his rod. God may sometimes let the 
wicked alone in a present wbrld. He 
may treat them very much as an earthly 
father does a disowned and disinherited child, 
about whom he ceases any farther to concern 
himself. But let one of his own dear child- 
ren fall into sin, and he is certain to suffer for 
it. Let him become careless for a time, and 
indifferent to the lessons of God*s word, and 
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his attention is soon likely to be compelled 
and quickened by the lessons of his proyi- 
dence, and he will be made to feel that it is in 
faithfulness that God has afflicted him. Great 
caution, however, is necessary in interpreting 
providences; for God may sometimes afflict by 
anticipation to prevent the ruinous effects 
which certain circumstances might have pro- 
duced; or when there is no particular sin to 
provoke afflictions, and none in prospect which 
circumstances would produce, they may be 
sent in mercy to neutralize the influence ot 
the world, and elevate our affections above it 
The case of Job furnishes a striking illus- 
tration of this. What more eminent saint 
than he ever lived? And yet we know not ii 
any of the children of men were ever subject- 
ed to more tremendous and overwhelming 
affliction. In one day he was deprived both 
of his children and possessions. In the morn- 
ing he was the happy father of a numerous 
and healthy family ; before the shades ot 
evening descended, he was a childless and 
desolate man. In the morning he was one 
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of the wealthiest and most prosperous men of 
the east; the eyening saw him stripped of his 
possessions, and reduced to poverty. From 
this, then, let us learn that the measure of our 
earthly afflictions is by no means to be re- 
garded as the measure of our iniquities. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



THE DEATH OF CHILDREN MEANT FOB THE 
SPIRITUAL PROFIT OF GOD's PEOPLE. 



" Now, no duurtening for the present seemeth to be Joyon^ but 
grloTooa : nerertboleas afterward it yioldeth the peaceable fruit of 
Tighteousneas onto thorn wbidi are exerelaed thereby."— if eb. xiL 11* 

It may be impossible to state the specific 
object which God has in view, in bereaving 
parents of their children in particular cases, 
but wherever the bereaved have succeeded in 
discovering what has provoked God thus to 
deal with them, they can be at no loss as to the 
immediate object of the affliction; for chasten- 
ing is not inflicted for God's pleasure, but for 
our advantage. Whatever may be the specific 
object of God in particular cases, there can 
be no doubt that his grand object in sending 
affliction is the spiritual profit of the afflicted. 
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" We have had fathers of our flesh who cor- 
rected us, and we gave them reverence : shall 
we not much rather be in subjection unto the 
Father of spirits, and live] For they verily 
for a few days chastened us after their own 
pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might 
be partakers of his holiness." Affliction may 
be sent for the conversion of the unconverted, 
for the recovery of the backsliding, or the 
edification of the Lord's dear people. It may 
be sent to arrest the careless, to arouse the 
slumberers, to alarm those who are at ease in 
Zion, to quicken the spiritually slothful, or to 
detach the worldly-minded from the things of 
time. Affliction is the. means which God 
most frequently employs both for the conver- 
sion of sinners, and the perfecting of his 
saints. It is said of the Lord Jesus, that 
though he were a Son, yet learned he obedi- 
ence by the things which he sufiered; and his 
mediatorial character, as the Captain of our 
salvation, was made perfect through sufferings. 
We need not be surprised, then, if it is often 
through suffering that the Christian character 
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of his followers is perfected also. It is in the 
famace of affliction that thej are tried, when 
their dross is purged away, and the pure gold 
comes iorth refined. " Discipleship and the 
cross are inseparably knit together, by the 
unchangeable law and constitution of Christ 
himself. ' And the gospel is full of warnings 
and instructions to this purpose, that none 
may complain that they were surprised, or 
that anything did befall them in the course 
of their profession which they looked not for. 
Men may deceive themselyes with vain hopes 
and expectations, but the' gospel deceiveth 
none; it tells them plainly beforehand, that 
through many tribulations they must enter 
into the kingdom of God. * * If they like 
not these terms, they may let the way oi 
Christ alone; if they will not do so, why do they 
yet complain? Christ will be taken with his 
cross, or not at all. And the folly of our 
hearts can never be enough . bewailed, in 
thinking strange of trials and afflictions, when 
the very first thing that the Lord Christ 
requireth of those that will be made partakers 
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of him, is that they deny themselves, and 
take up their cross. But we would be chil- 
dren, and not be chastised; we would be gold, 
and not be tried; we would overcome, and yet 
not be put to fight and contend; we would be 
Christians, and not suffer. But all these 
things are contrary to the eternal law of our 
profession. And so necessary is this way 
made, that though God deal with his people 
in great variety, exercising some with such 
trials and troubles, that others in comparison 
of them seem utterly to go free, yet every 
one, one way or other, shall have his share 
and measure."* 

It is surprising how much of the Bible is 
meant for a suffering state; and there is 
much of it which none can understand or 
appreciate, but those who have experienced 
something of the state of mind to which it 
refers. Hardened and polluted as the heart 
of man has become, it seems that no instru- 
mentality but that of affliction is capable ot 
softening, subduing, and purifying it. And 

♦ Owen. 

F 
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it is instractive to obserre how the kinds and 
amount of affliction are yaried according to 
circumstances. God proportions the affliction 
to the character and strength of the indivi- 
duaL If wealth and status are the gourd 
on which our hearts are set^ as necessary in 
our estimation to shield us from the rough 
blasts of life, God may see that^ if permitted 
to grow up, it would shade us from the Sun 
of righteousness; and if so, a worm will be set 
io its root, and it will presently wither and 
die. The loss of wealth and status, again, 
might give comparatively little uneasiness to 
a humble and affectionate heart; and such a 
one may be depriyed 4>f beloved children, and 
thus wounded deeply in the part most suscep- 
tible of suffering. As the husbandman em- 
ploys different modes of dressing the different 
kinds of grain, suited to the peculiar qualities 
of each, so the Lord, who is wonderful in 
counsel and excellent in working, employs 
different modes of dealing with his people in 
a way of affliction, suited to their different 
tempers and circumstancea '^ For the fitches 
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are not threshed with a threshing instrument, 
neither is a cart-wheel turned about upon the 
cummin; but the fitches are beaten out with 
a staff, and the cummin with a rod. Bread- 
corn is bruised; because he will not ever be 
threshing it, nor break it with the wheel of 
his cart, nor bruise it with his horsemen."* 
" This is an elegant similitude, whereby God 
insinuates his different ways of correcting his 
people, and observes a suitableness to their 
strength and temper, when less would not do, 
and more would overdo. He must correct so 
far as to bruise, but will be sure not to break 
and spoiL He that saith to the proud waves 
of the swelling sea, ' Hitherto shall je come, 
and no farther,' hath the same command over 
those metaphorical waves, those floods of 
affliction, which he lets loose upon his people, 
and thej cannot go an inch farther than he 
hath appointed; He saith, ' Hitherto shall 
this sickness, this mortality, this perseciition 
go, and no farther,' and even these storms 
and this sea obey him."t 

* Isaiah xxviii. 27, 28. f Shaw. 



84 ASLEEP IN JESUS. 

Thus deep affliction is often the precursor 
of abundant spiritual consolation. It is the 
means through which God convinces us of the 
uncertainty of our most highly valued pos- 
sessions, and of the shadowy and unsatisfac- 
tory nature of all human things, and the 
infinite importance of those of eternity. It 
is the discipline through which immortal 
souls are fitted for communion with God 
here, and for the enjoyment of glory here- 
after. Would we make great advances in 
the divine life, and be completely detached 
from the things of tiipe, we must make up 
our minds to taste of the cup of sufiTering. 
Were people more alive to this, methinks 
that they would sometimes almost tremble to 
ask for spiritual blessings. It is a solemn 
thought, that, whilst prayers for spiritual 
blessings are certain to be answered if per- 
severed in, they may be answered in a way 
which we little expect — they may be answered 
by our being plunged into such a sea oi 
troubles, that all the billows of God's wrath 
appear to be going over us. It is often by 
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terrible things in righteousness, that God 
answers the prayers of his people. This 
great truth is yery fully and strikingly 
brought out by John Newton, in his hymn 
entitled, 

PEAYER ANSWERED BY CROSSES. 

I asked the Lord, that I might grow 
In faith, and love, and every grace; 

Might more of his salvation know. 
And seek more earnestly his face. 

'Twas He who taught me thus to pray. 
And he, I trust, has answer'd prayer; 

But it has been in such a way. 
As almost drove me to despair. 

I hoped that in some favoured hour. 
At once he'd answer my request. 

And, by his love's constraining power. 
Subdue my sins, and give me rest. 

Instead of this, he made me feel 

The hidden evils of my heart; 
And let the angry powers of hell 

Assault my soul in every part. 

Yea more, with his own hand he seemed 
Intent to aggravate my woe; 



88 ASLE£P IN JESUS. 

a son manifest the utmost indifference to tl.e 
remonstrances and punishments of an earthly 
father; let him with dogged resolution pro- 
secute his old courses in defiance of him; and 
manifest a disposition as unsubdued, and 
though tless, and impenitent as ever; and that 
father, if he be a man of prudence and 
decision, cannot let matters remain in this 
state. He feels that, if he would be faithful 
to the trust committed to him, he must act 
with energy; and thus he is led, according to 
circumstances, either to inflict punishment 
still more severe, that he may effectually 
humble and reclaim his rebellious son, or to 
disown and disinherit him, if he be altogether 
hopeless. So there is reason to believe our 
heavenly Father deals with those who remain 
unimpressed by affliction — repeating his blows, 
and laying his hand more heavily upon them; 
or, as in the case of Ephraim, letting them 
alone altogether, and giving them over to a 
reprobate mind. " Ephraim is joined to idols,** 
said he, " let him alone." Or sometimes, for 
example*s sake, even in a present world, he 
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may inflict summary vengeance upon them. 
" He that being often reproved hardeneth his 
neck, shall be suddenly destroyed, and that 
without remedy." If then we would avoid 
more serious chastisement, let us tremble at 
the Lord's rebuke. 

There are few, however, on whom the death 
of beloved friends does not produce a solem- 
nizing and softening eflect. It is such a 
decided call from God, as compels our atten- 
tion, and convinces us that he is in earnest, 
and that he will be heard; and, in point ot 
iact, men are generally led in such circum- 
stances to consider. When watching ovef 
the death-bed of a beloved child, God is often 
felt to be very near; we see, as it were, his 
arm stretched out, and feel how utterly un- 
availing is the help of man. And when the 
doors of paradise are opened to receive the 
departing spirit, it seems as if a light streamed 
forth, that enables us to realize more fully 
than we have ever done before, the infinitely 
important truths connected with the spiritual 
and eternal world, and the utter worthlessness 
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of everythiDg earthly in comparison of them. 
Thus far^ then, a salutary impression has 
been produced, and the afliction has accom- 
plished a portion at least of its intended 
purpose. The bereaved parent has been 
enabled perhaps to fix on something in his 
mental or moral state which has proYoked, or, 
at all events, which he feels is sufficient to 
have provoked God to visit him thus severely; 
and he is humbled to the dust because of it^ 
earnestly implores God's forgiveness, and 
resolves, in the strength of Divine help, to 
struggle against this sin, and strive in every 
respect to walk more consistently with his 
Christian vocation. A great advantage has 
thus been gained. But unremitting watch- 
fulness is necessary to enable him to maintain 
his ground. There is a danger that the 
lively impressions which he now feels, may be 
blunted, if not effaced, when the present sad 
scene has passed away, and he mingles again 
with the world, and that his goodness may be 
like the morning cloud, and the early dew, 
which goeth away. Hence the propriety of 
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seeking to cherish those solemn feelings, that 
the sacred impressions which have been pro- 
duced maj oe deepened. And hence the 
miserable folly of those well-meaning but in- 
judicious friends, who would seek, by change 
of scene, or even worldly amusements, to 
obliterate the solemn impressions of the be- 
reaved; or, as they express it, to drive away 
their melancholy, and revive their drooping 
spirits. What is this but an attempt to 
frustrate the work of God. He has brought 
them into the wilderness for an important 
purpose, and it is proper that they should 
remain there, till that purpose is accomplished. 
Unless the health is positively declining under 
the pressure of affliction, no attempt should 
be made, by change of scene or otherwise, 
to make the bereaved forget their sorrow. 
In general, their solemn, sad impressions will 
pass away soon enough of themselves. All 
due pains should be taken by Christian friends 
to comfort them, not, however, by supplanting 
their sad thoughts by vain and worldly ones, 
but by seeking to remove erroneous impres- 
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pions, to give them correct views of the na- 
ture and design of affliction, and bring them 
to yield submission to /the Divine will Com- 
fort should be administered, not hy seeking 
to withdraw attention from the subject which 
engrosses their thoughts, but by endeavouring 
to impart correct views of it, in all its various 
bearings, to bring prominently into view the 
glorious hopes set before us in the gospel; and 
thus the bereaved mourner, instead of trying 
to flee from his sorrowful thoughts, will bo 
pleased to cherish them, and will And his soul 
profited by the exercise. 

If it be true that God sends affliction with 
a view to the spiritual improvement of his 
people, we may be assured that he will nar- 
rowly watch the effects, and look for the fruits 
of it. The reasons for which he sends afflic- 
tion, and the purposes which he has in doing 
so, are very various, so that a uniform experi- 
ence on the part of the afflicted is not to be 
expected. Sometimes, indeed, when God*s 
own dear people are, for wise, but, to us, in- 
scrutable purposes, severely tried, they are 
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wonderfully upheld and supported under their 
afflictions, occasionally even in the midst of 
them, enjoying such a nearness to God, such 
endearing communion with him, such a reali- 
zation of their filial relation to him as their 
reconciled Father in Christ Jesus, such glo- 
rious views of the heavenly inheritance, and 
such certainty of meeting with the departed, 
as in their estimation are far more than suffi- 
cient to compensate for all their sufferings. 
But we believe that it happens far more fre- 
quently, that, in a season of severe affliction, 
God withdraws his gracious presence. It is 
generally a time of rebuke; and it is unreason- 
able to expect that he will smile upon those 
to whom he is administering it. Then it is 
that he- goes and returns to his place, till they 
acknowledge their offence, and seek his face. 
In their affliction, while smarting under the 
rod, they will seek him early; but that he 
does not regard.* He looks for , permanent 
fruit — he watches the after effect; and, I be- 
lieve, does not in general return graciously 

into the hearts of the afflicted, till he witness 

* Hosea v. 15. 



I 



94 ASLEEP IN JESUa. 

a salutary impression as the permanent effect 
Then when his people return to the Lord, he 
who hath torn will heal them, he who hath 
smitten will bind up their wounds.* 

It has often been remarked that affliction 
never leaves a man exactly where it found 
him; — that if it do not promote his advance- 
ment in the divine life, it will cast him back- 
ward. Thus it would seem, that it toill have 
an effect, whether we will or no; and that if it 
do not soften the heart, it will assuredly 
harden it. This is the consequence which the 
afflicted should most of all dread, receiving in 
themselves the recompense of their own ob- 
duracy. God will not suffer his voice to be 
disregarded with impunity; and let all who 
refuse to listen to him when speaking to them 
in affliction, tremble at the consequences which 
may overtake them in a present world. " For 
the people turneth not unto him that smiteth 
them, neither do they seek the Lord of hosts: 
therefore the Lord will cut off from Israel 
head and tail, branch and rush, in one day.**t 
* Hoeea vi. 1. f Isaiah iz. 13, 14. 
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CHAPTER XL 

BEPABTBD CHILDREN STILL TO BE REGARDED AS 
MEMBERS OF THE FAMILT. 

"One fiunily we dwell In him. 
One ehoToh abore, beneath. 
Though now dirided by the stream. 

The narrow stream of death : 
One army of the llrtng God, 
To his command we bow. 
Fart of the host hare eroased the flood. 
And part are oroasing now." 

Chariei IVtiiey* 

We have seen that tlie souls of our departed 
children, though inyisible to the eje of sense, 
though removed far from us, and cut off from 
all possibility of farther intercourse with us 
in this life, are in a conscious state of exist- 
ence, and, it may be, occupied with nobler 
pursuits in a higher sphere. They have been 
removed from the church militant to swell the 
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ranks of the church triumphant. They ha 
been taken away from the small suffering rei 
nant here, to join the great ever-increasi 
multitude, which no man can number, w 
are before the throne of God and of the Lan 
But though now enrolled actual members 
the general assembly and church of the fir 
bom which are written in heaven, they ha 
not ceased to be members of our families 
earth. You would not say that a son abse 
in a foreign land had ceased by this circui 
stance to be a member of your family; ai 
why should sons and daughters, because a 
sent in heaven, cease to be regarded as mei 
bers of our families? You would not say th 
a child, because it is fallen asleep, is no long 
a member of your family; and why should y( 
regard in any other light the child that 
fallen asleep in Jesus? It is but a deep 
sleep into which his mortal nature has falle 
and a longer night through which it mu 
continue; but there is a glorious morning cob 
ing, on which you and he shall both awals 
satisfied with the Redeemer's likeness. 
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It has often occurred to me, that it is a 
Tiolation of true feeling, and an indication, if 
not of weak faith, at least of less profound and 
accurate views, to call two children of the same 
family by the same name, merely'because one 
of them is absent in heaven. " I would not 
put little Willie out of his place," was the 
beautiful remark once made to me by a true- 
hearted mother, who had lost a lovely little 
boy, when, after the birth of another son, 
some of her relatives wished him to be called 
by the same name. It is the same feeling 
that is exquisitely expressed by Bengel, when, 
in allusion to the name of a child that had 
some resemblance to that of a departed one, 
he says, *' We would not choose quite the same 
name, because we thought it ought to have 
some distinction from hers, whom we still 
regard as one of the family, though she is 
fallen asleep.** 

I know of no composition in the English 
language, in which the consoling thought, that 
departed children ought still to be regarded 
a3 members of the family, is presented with 
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sach striking effect, as in ike beautifdl little 
poem of Wordsworth, in which, in his own 
quaint and pecnliar ebjle, he makes a little 
cottage girl giye expression to this affecting 
sentiment : — 

^ I met a little cottage girl. 

She was eight yean old, she said; 
Her hair was thick with many a cari 
That clnstered round her head. 

' Sisters and brothers, little maid. 

How many may you be?* 
' How many? Seyen in all/ she mM, 

And wondering, looked at me. 

'And where are they, I pray you telir 

She answered, ' Seyen are we; 
And two of us at Conway. dweU, 

And two are gone to sea; 

' Two of us in the churchyard lie^ 

My sister and my brother; 
And in the churchyard cottage I 

Dwell near them with my mother/ 

' You say that two at Conway dwell, 
' And two are gone to sea. 

Yet you are seyen; I pray you tell> 
Sweet maid^ how this may be? 



ABLEBP IN UEStrS. 99 

Then did the little maid reply, 

' Sevfin boys and girls are we; 
Two of us in the churchyard lie. 

Beneath the churchyard tree.' 

* Yon run about, my little maid. 

Your limbs, they are aliye; 
If two are in the churchyard laid. 

Then ye are only five.* 

' Their grayes are green, they may be seen,' 

The little maid replied, 
' Twelve steps or more from my mother's door. 

And they are side by side. 

' My stockings there I often knit. 

My 'kerchief there I hem; 
And there upon the ground I sit, 

I sit and sing to them. 

'And often, after sunset. Sir, 

When it is light and fair, 
I take my little porringer. 

And eat my supper there. 

' The first that died was little Jane, 

In bed she moaning lay. 
Till God relieved her of her pain. 

And then she went away. 

' So in the churchyard she was laid. 
And, all the summer dry. 
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Together round her grare we played^ 
My brother John and I. 

' And when the ground was white with snow^ 

And I could run and slide. 
My brother John was forced to go. 

And he lies by her side." 

' How many are you then?' sud I, 

* If they two are in heaven?* 
The little maiden did reply, 

' Oh, master! we are seven.' 

' But they are dead, those two are dead. 

Their spirits are in heaven?' 
'Twas throwing words away; for still 
The little maid would have her will, 

Ajid said, ' Nay, we are seven.' ' 



>M 



It is a blessed thought that our departed 
children are not dead, but sleeping — ^not lost, 
but only absent. How fraught with consola- 
tion is this thought to the bereaved heart! 
How is it calculated to elevate the soul, and 
detach it from the things of time; to make 
'4ife less sweet, death less bitter, and heaven 
more desirable to usl" But in order to 
enable us fully to appreciate the consoling 
and ennobling effects of the truths of Chi'is- 
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tianity, let us look at it in contrast with 
heathenism, and consider the deplorable con- 
dition in which the latter leaves the bereaved 
parent. 

In the introduction to the sixth book of hi? 
great work on Oratory, the celebrated Quin- 
tilian relates the death of his wife and chil- 
dren, and especiallj the recent death of a 
very promising son. He complains of the 
bitterness of fortune, and says, " This waa the 
second wound that was struck deep to afflict 
him, now a childless father. What then shall 
I dol" he exclaims, "or on what shall I any 
more employ the unhappy talents which the 
gods seem to reprove V^ It was his misfortune, 
he tells us, to be borne down by a similar 
stroke, when he set about the publication 
of a previous work. "Why then," he pro- 
ceeds, "did I not cast into the fire that ac- 
cursed worki Why did I not commit it, with 
that little unhappy learning I might have, to 
the flames of that funeral pile kindled so un- 
timely to consume my bowels? What good 
parent would^ardon me, if I again engaged 
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in study? Who would not detest my insen- 
sibility, if I made any other use of my yoiee 
than to vent complaints against the injustice 
of the gods, who have made me survive all 
that was dearest to me in the world; if I did 
not proclaim aloud that there is no providence 
in the regulation of human affairs." After- 
wards he says, '^ There reigns a secret envy,^ 
jealous of our happiness, which pleases itself 
in nipping the bud of our hopes. If my life 
be my crime, it shall also be my punishment. 
I can brave fortune; it has brought my vexa- 
tions to their height, and in this I find a dole* 
ful but just security."^ It is impossible for the 
true believer to read this piece of impious and 
daring blasphemy, without condemning the 
man, who, in any circumstances, could presume 
to write it. In extenuation of his guilt, how- 
ever, let us bear in mind that he was bom 
and educated amidst the gross darkness of 
heathenism; and in him we behold a specimen 
of what it can do for its most favoured vota- 
ries in the season of their distress. What 
* Christian Treasury. 
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caTise of thankfulness have we that our lot 
has heen cast in happier times, that the lines 
have fallen to us in more pleasant places, and 
that the Sun of righteousness has arisen on 
us with healing under his wings. Let us walk 
in the light of that Sun, which shows us not 
only the waj of salvation, but the way of 
peace; which not only shows us the worthless- 
ness of the things of time, but illumines the 
path that leads to the everlasting city, and 
shows us the glory and excellency of it; which 
not only enlightens the understanding, but heals 
the woimded hearty and refreshes the sorrowful 
spirit. Oh let us love the Lord who has done 
such great things for us, whereof we may well 
be glad, and testify the ardour of our affection 
by the holiness and devotedness of our Uves. 
Let us rejoice that our dear departed 
children have joined the great family of the 
redeemed in heaven; and that this family, 
though meanwhile separated from us, is one 
with the family of the saints on earth, and 
that but A little while, and we too shall be 
promoted to join the family above. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

DEPABTKD CHILDBEN HOT LOST, BUT GOVS- 

BEFOSB. 

"Look npwtid, and joor cbUd joo*Il SM 
fixed in Us bleii*d abode ; 
Who would notttaerafoie ehildlMi ht. 
To giro a ehild to God r* 

It is hard to part with those who are yeiy 
dear and interesting to ns, who are the objects 
of our tenderest affections, and of our bright- 
est hopes. The circumstances connected with 
the death of a beloyed child, are calculated to 
excite in us the most melancholy feelings, and 
to fill the soul with extreme distress. What 
was once most attractive now ceases to please; 
and the world seems a waste that has scarcely 
a charm for us. So far as regards the depart- 
ed child, we are now outwardly in the same 
condition as we were in a few years ago, before 
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we* knew the delight of haying him. And 
the distressed soul, in looking about for com- 
fort, will fasten on the thought, that we are 
no worse than we were before; and that as we 
were happy without him then, we may be 
equally so now. But the heart rebels against 
such poor evasions. Miserable comforters are 
they alL Feelings have been awakened that 
can never be repressed, and a taste excited 
for joys now removed that can never in this 
world be restored. And then the rebellious 
soul would think it would have been better it 
that child had never been born; for then, it 
we had not experienced temporary delight, 
our hearts would not now have been wrung 
with such bitter anguish. Away with such 
unworthy, superficial, unbelieving thoughts. 
You have sustained a temporary loss, but 
heaven has been a gainer thereby. You have 
been honoured to rear an heir of glory; and have 
you not cause of rejoicing because of the birth 
of that child 3 You have sustained a tempor- 
ary loss, but God both can and will amply 
make it up to you. From this sore evil, he 
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« 

will extract permanent good for your sSvL 
Would yon rather be without this child in 
heaven, that you might have escaped the dis- 
tress which you at present feel) Do you grudge 
a present loss that is fraught with such un- 
speakable future gain? Your child has been 
removed, but he has been removed to glory. 
He is not lost therefore, as sense would &in 
impress upon you, but only gone before. And 
oh, methinks that, if in some respects it is a 
loss, in others it is an unspeakable advantage. 
If you had a voyage to make to a distant^ 
unknown land, where you were destined to 
settle for life, you would consider it no small 
advantage that you had sons and friends there 
before you, so that when you reached it, you 
would not find yourself among strangera 
And in the prospect of our own death, of our 
own entering the dark unknown world of 
spirits, is it not a great comfort to think that 
we have beloved friends there before us, who, 
it is not extravagant to* suppose, will be wait- 
ing to receive our disembodied souls, and wel- 
come them to the world of spirits. And oh, 
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how joyful will be the meetings, as one mem* 
ber of a family after another joins the great 
family of belierers in heaven, where sorrow 
shall never «nter, and the pain of parting shall 
be unknown. 

• Thougt we may mourn, then, for our own 
temporal loss, *4n the death of sweet children, 
we are not to sorrow as those who have no 
hope; yea^ in some respects we ought to re- 
joice rather. They are safely housed, they 
are in God's keeping; and we have the well- 
grounded assurance of a blessed reunion with 
them, which is never to be broken. They 
have gone to swell the hosts of the redeemed; 
and the more that are lost to us on earth, the 
more closely are we allied to the world of 
spirits, and should thus be led to look forward 
to it with deeper interest, and more anxious 
expectation. 

It is a beautiful thought of Archbishop 
Leighton, in regard to the death of a little 
nephew, that departed children are but gone 
to bed a little sooner, as children are wont. — 
" John," said he, " is but gone an hour or two 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

THB DTTTT OF SUBMISSION TO THB DIVINE WILL. 



*' What! iball we receiro good at tbe band of Gtod, and duUI wo 
not reoelTe erU T— Jo& li. 10. 



A VERY large proportion of the evils with 
which we are afflicted in this life, might be 
entirely removed, or at least very greatly di- 
minished, both in extent and intensity, but for . 
the wickedness and folly of men themselves. 
There is one evil, however, the most formidable 
and imiversal of all, from which, with its nu- 
merous train of attendant troubles, there is no 
possibility of exemption. It will readily be per- 
ceived, that the great and universal evil to 
which I allude is death. However much some 
that are possessed of great influence and ex- 
tensive authority in this world, may be blamed 
for partiality, death at least must be acquitted 
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of this charge. All must admit the stem im- 
partialitj of the king of terrors. He enters 
all families alike, without respect to rank or 
wealth. The king and the beggar are alike 
his yictims. ''There is no man that hath 
power oyer the spirit to retain the spirit; 
neither hath he power in the daj of death : 
and there is no discharge in that war."* 

There are few indeed who hare not had to 
mourn over the ravages of death. And oh! 
how many whose hearts have been shrouded 
in a gloom deeper fax than that of the black 
which covers their bodies. How ofben are all 
our plans and arrangements for life frustrated, 
our most fondly cherished hopes blaated, the 
ties of affection that knit us most closely to the 
world broken, and not unfrequently the means 
of earthly support greatly diminished, if not 
entirely removed by the rude hand of death. 
And oh, who may describe the desolation of 
heart which is felt, when we sit amidst the 
stillness of the house that lately rang with 
the loud glee of happy youthful voices; or 

* Eccleaastes viiL 8. 
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look on the empty chair lately occupied by 
one with whom we used to take sweet coun- 
sel together. 

These things not only fill us with sadness, 
because of the loss which we have ourselves 
sustained; but they impress us with a deep 
sense of our own mortality, and write uncer- 
tainty on all our enjoyments^ and yanity on 
all human things. Aye, death thus casts his 
dark shadow oyer our path, from which is re- 
flected a gloom, which dims the otherwise 
bright hours of life. This may be compara- 
tiyely little felt in the season of youth, when 
hope is high and ardent; but when we reach 
the summit of life's hill, and begin to descend 
the slope which terminates in the grave, and 
see no likelihood of retrieving the losses which 
we have sustained; how often in such circum- 
stances does the thought of the nearness of 
death, and of its gradually diminishing dis- 
tance take possession of the soul, and render 
it in a great measure indifferent to those obr 
jects which once interested and delighted us. 

Even the Lord Jesus was so affected with a 
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sense of the tremendous evil of death; not on- 
ly as it is an awful illustration of the nature 
and consequences of sin, but because of the 
dreadful calamities which it inflicts upon men; 
that when he saw Mary weeping for the death 
of her brother Lazarus, and the Jews also 
weeping who were with her, he groaned in the 
spirit and was troubled, and wept also himself 
as he was approaching the grave. But oh, 
what comfort in the thought that death has 
now been deprived of its sting, and the grave 
shorn of its gloomiest terrors; that Jesus has 
brought life and immortality clearly to light, 
not only by the doctrines which he taught, 
but by rising himself the flrst-f ruits of them 
that slept; and especially by the resurrection 
of Lazarus, after he had been dead four days^ 
and buried. 

'' I am the resurrection and the life," said 
Christ to Mary; that is, I am the efficient 
cause of the resurrection, and of that Divine 
life in virtue of which alone we can know 
God. And then he continues, ''He that 
believeth on me, though he were dead, yet 
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shall he live;" which just means, all genuine 
believers, though dead and buried, shall not 
only rise from the grave, but enjoy that 
Divine life of which Jesus is the source. And 
then the Lord immediately adds, ^* Whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me, shall never die." 
The life of which Jesus here speaks, is not the 
natural life, but that Divine life in the soul of 
man, which is infused into us in regeneration; . 
and his meaning is — that whosoever liveth in 
this sense — whosoever is possessed of this 
Divine spiritual principle, shall never die. 
Not only shall the second death have no 
power over them, but not even for a moment, 
at dissolution, shall they sink into a state of 
unconsciousness. 

It is idle to attempt to persuade the mour- 
ner, who is sorrowing for the death of a beloved 
child — a first-bom, it may be, or an only son 
— that he has sustained no great loss after all, 
that it is nothing more than, from the com- 
mencement of his married life> he ought to 
have laid his account with, and which thou- 
sands are every day called to endure. The 
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low he feels to be a tremendous one, such as 
nothing in all this worid can repair. A 
feeling of desolation has been produced in 
his heart, which nothing earthly can remove. 
But a heavenly remedy has been prorided, 
which is fiilly adequate to the extremity 
of the case — ^those glorious truths in the Old 
Testament obscurely intimated, but which 
Christ illustrated and confirmed, concerning 
an immortality of happiness beyond death and 
the grave, when death-divided friends shall 
meet never to part again. These truths are 
the precious balsam, the true balm of Gilead, 
with which the great Physician mollifies the 
wounded hearts of his people. Even these 
blessed truths may not altogether remove our 
sorrow, but they may well mitigate it^ and 
teach us resignation to the Divine wilL 

We would not make light, then, of your sor- 
rows, dear bereaved mourner; we would deeply 
sympathize with them, and fully appreciate the 
extent of your loss, and the reasonableness of 
your grief; but we would have you to bear in 
mind, that no strange thing has be&ilen jon, 
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that God has laid iipon you nothing but what 
he has borne himself. If you stood by the 
death-bed of a beloved child, and saw his 
distress, and heard his dying groans — God 
witnessed, remember, the dying agonies of his 
beloved Son. 

It would be presumption to believe that the 
Divine nature is capable of suffering, in the 
sense in which man suffers; but if, when God 
saw that the wickedness of man was great on the 
earth, it repented him that he had made man, 
and grieved him at his heart; if, when he 
thus saw the effects of sin in the moral ruin 
of the noblest creature whom he had formed 
on earth, and the confusion which it had 
introduced into his universe, it grieved him; 
surely we may well believe, that when he saw 
the effects of sin in the sufferings and death 
of Christ, when he saw him well nigh over- 
whelmed with that soul-suffering in the gar- 
den, which wrung from him great drops of 
bloody sweat, and made him pray the Father 
if it were possible to let that cup pass from 
him; when he saw him agonizing upon the 
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cross, and h3ard him in the extremity of in- 
conceiyable anguish exclaiming, "M.j God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken meV* surely 
he must haye sympathized with the sufferings 
of his beloved Son, and experienced emotions, 
the nature of which we can conceiye only by 
comparing them to our own feelings of grief 
on such an occasion. Yes, though he saw 
the glorious consequences of the sufferings 
and death of Christ stretching throughout 
eternity, he who is loye itself cannot have 
been insensible to the sufferings of one who 
was so dear, and so infinitely worthy of his 
affection. 

When, therefore, we are called upon to 
watch by the dying-bed of a beloved child, 
God lays upon us no more than he has him* 
self experienced. Our dying children may 
have much to bear, and it is most agonizing 
to a parent's heart to witness their sore dis- 
tress; but what are their sufferings to those 
which the Saviour of the world endured? 
We might not be able to remove their pain, 
or even greatly to alleviate it> but what loving 
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forms were bending over the dear sufferer, — 
what looks of love were fixed upon him, what 
words of sympathy and encouragement were 
addressed to him! All was done that kind- 
ness and skill could suggest to smooth down 
his dying pillow, and support him amidst the 
agonies of approaching dissolution. But how 
differently was the Saviour of the world situa- 
ted ! Instead of being made easy on a bed, 
he was suspended on a cross. Instead of 
soothing cordials or refreshing water, vinegar 
and gall were in cruel mockery presented to 
him. Instead of friends to comfort and en- 
courage him, he was surrounded by cruel and 
reiDorseless enemies, who, in bitter mockerjr, 
taunted him with his apparent inability to 
come down from the cross. His death took 
place not only amidst the intensest suffering, 
but amidst the greatest shame. All this the 
Saviour bore, all this the Father witnessed. 
And well may the contemplation of thia 
silence our complaints, and make us resigned 
to our condition. 

All the sources of consolation which have 
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been fonnerlj opened up to the momner, 
ought to furnish so many grounds of submis- 
sion to the Divine wilL God has but removed 
from us a pleasant trust, which he committed 
to our care for a season^ and shall we murmur, 
when he resumes his own) 6an jou doubt 
that the Judge of all the earth has done right 
in removing your child) He had, doubtless, 
some wise purpose to serve by the dispensation, 
either with respect to yourself or others; and, 
therefore, it becomes you with calm resigna- 
tion to submit to his righteous will, and en- 
deavour to attain the confidence of holy Job, 
in the goodness and wisdom of the Divine 
procedure; when, amidst afflictions infinitely 
more severe than yours, he said, *' Though he 
slay me, yet will I trust in him." We may 
not be able to understand, or even to form a 
probable guess as to the reasons of the Divine 
procedure in these matters; but though clouds 
and darkness may be round about him, we are 
assured that righteousness and judgment are 
the habitation of his throne. It becomes va, 
therefore, to acquiesce in God's dispensations; 
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the guilt of cherishing a murmuring, re- 
ng, rebellious disposition is aggmvated bj 
fact, that he has furnished us with such 
ndant means of consolation. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

OBSTAOLES IN THE WAY OF ATTAINING RESIGNA- 
TION TO THE DIVINB WILL. 

** Poro not on the comforts tbon wantcet, but od the mercies thoa 
hast** — Christopher Love. 

It is easy for the Christian to comprehend, 
and admit the duty of resignation to the 
Divine procedure in the regnoval of beloved 
children; but all experience teaches how diffi- 
cult it is to keep the aiFections of the heart in 
harmony with the will of God, in reference to 
tliis matter. They rise up occasionally, and 
for a while almost overpower the voice of 
reason and religion, even in those whose wish 
it is to be submissive to the arrangements of 
Providence. And if it cannot be said o'f them, 
that they are like Hachel, weeping for her 
children, and refusing to be comforted, be- 
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cause they are not; it may be said, that they 
keep brooding over circumstances which pre- 
vent their attaining the comfort which God 
has provided for them. Busy memory sug- 
gests many things which occasion the most 
bitter reflections; some particular act, it may 
be, which fancy magnifies, till we regard it 
as the cause of the disease which carried off 
our beloved child. ^ And not only do we blame 
ourselves for what was done, but for what was 
not done. Ah ! how apt are we to rest in 
second causes, instead of resolving the whole 
into the will of God, and resigning ourselves 
in meek submission to it. 

And then, when the disease had fully mani- 
fested itself, we regret the steps that were 
taken,— the course of treatment which was 
adopted, — the kind of remedies which were 
employed. It appears to us, that, not only 
were these unsuccessful, but the very means 
of hastening, if not occasioning death. And 
we mourn over the unavailing pain that was 
occasioned to the departed, but still beloved 
sufferer. Grant that it is all as you suppose; 
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these were just the means which God employ- 
ed for accomplishing his predetermined pur- 
pose. Remember that infinite wisdom has 
said, ''Seeing his days are determined, the 
number of his months are with thee; thou 
hast appointed his bounds that he cannot 
pass." It is plain, then, that the period ap- 
pointed for the departure of jour child had 
come; and though means, hy jou intended for 
a different object, might be instrumental in 
hastening, or occasioning his death, no hu- 
man means could have prolonged his existence 
a single houi*. The ignorance, the follj, the 
neglect, the wickedness of men, God overrules 
for the accomplishment of his wise and 
righteous purposes. 

Grant that the death of jour child, looking 
at the immediate instrument, was the conse- 
quence of injudicious treatment; it was mis- 
taken kindness, well-meant^ though, as the 
event proved, improper remedies that were 
emplojed. But what ground have jou to 
believe that anj other mode of treatment 
would have been more successful) Remember 
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that no remedy can accomplish a recovery 
which God has forbidden. Remember that 
all was done, which love, and kindness, and 
available skill could suggest. And how much 
more bitter would have been jour reflections, 
had no timely remedies been attempted. 

What consolation in the thought, that 
what was done was done in love. Be thankful 
that you have not to mourn over cruelty and 
sin, as well as death; over a living reprobate, 
as well as a dead child. Is this the first 
death that has occurred in your family) Re- 
member the circumstances connected with 
the first death, which occurred in the first 
family, and be still, and resigned to the holy 
will of God. Consider what must have been 
Adam's feelings, when he saw not only bis 
dead son, but his living son polluted with a 
brother's blood; and learn, that sorrow for the 
dead is often a small matter in comparison 
of sorrow for the living. Be thankful, that 
death has come into your house amidst cir- 
cumstances so calm and peaceful, God's mes- 
senger to take your darling home to himst^lf, 
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to the eDJoyment of a better inheritance than 
you could have given him. 

Suppose a friend rich in this world's goods, 
but richer still in all the graces of the Spirit; 
suppose that such an one had wished to 
adopt your child, to rear him as his son, and 
make him heir of all he possessed, you would 
not have considered it just to your child to 
keep him for your own selfish pleasure, and 
thus deprive him of advantages which you 
had it not in your power to bestow upon him* 
And why should you grudge him to God, 
who has conferred on him an infinitely better 
portion than he could hr^ve received from any 
mortal? Let the thought of your child's gain 
reconcile you to your own loss; and the 
thought of God's goodness make you submis- 
sive to his will. 

It may, perhaps, be a source of temptation 
and perplexity to you, that your prayers for 
your child Were not answered, — that prayera 
offered up in such fervour and frequency, were 
apparently unavailing. It is to be hoped, 



ASLEEP IN JESU3. 125 

that your prayers were offered up in submis- 
sion to the Divine will; if not, they were 
offered up in presumption. It is only when 
prayers are offered up for things agreeable to 
the Divine will, that we have any right to ex- 
pect an answer. God has, no doubt, often 
purposes to serve in his dealings with us and 
ours, which we cannot understand; and when 
our requests run counter to his gracious pur- 
poses, it is impossible that they can be answer- 
ed. Short-sighted as we are, we may often 
pray for things which, if granted, would be 
decidedly injurious to us; and in very love 
and faithfuless God may withhold them. Or, 
in judgment, he may answer the prayer offer- 
ed up in an unreasonable, unsubmissive spirit. 
What, if that child, in answer to earnest and 
importunate prayers for his life, had been re- 
stored to you with paralyzed frame, or dis- 
ordered intellect, a melancholy object of so- 
licitude for life! Or, more melancholy and 
distressing still, what if in answer given to 
such prayers, he had been restored to health 
and strength, and become a moral wreck, 4 
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name^ compared with hers? Would she not 
look back with deep compunction upon her 
own rebellious grief, and unwillingness to give 
up her child at the will of Godf ' 
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CHAPTER XV. 

THE DANGEIR OF NOT SUBMITTING TO THE WILL 

OP GOD. 



*' If thon hut rnn with tbo footmen, and they bavo vroarled tbeo^ 
then bow canst thou contend with horses? and If in tlie land of 
ixaee^ wherein tiiOB trustodst^ tboy wearied thee, thon how wilt thou 
«io in tho sw^ii^g tt Jordan?**— /er. xii. 5. 



It will be readily admitted by all God*s 
people^ that children are not their own pro- 
perty. They are sacred trusts committed to 
us by God, whom we are to rear and train for 
his service. In receiving a child, therefore, 
we should endeavour to realize the voice of 
God addressing us regarding it, in these 
words, " Take this child and nurse it for me, 
and I will give thee thy wages." It is plain, 
therefore, that when God removes from us 
dear children, he but exercises a universally 
admitted right; he but takes to himself what 
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he committed to our care without anj agree- 
ment in regard to time. And, consequently, 
it becomes us to submit with unrepining re- 
signation to his holy will. It may be that 
God removed that child, because you were 
abusing, or because he saw you would abuse 
the trust committed to you; or, as a chastise- 
ment for general unworthiness; or, as a means 
of elevating your affections above things seen 
and temporal, and leading you^ to ^x them 
on things unseen and etetnal; CHJ^ il; may be, 
that he had purposes to serve with that child, 
in another state of existence, which we cannot 
comprehend now, but which we shall know 
hereafter. At all events, God has but re- 
sumed his own. The great King has but ex- 
ercised an act of his sovereignty, and it is 
undutiful not to submit to his righteous dis- 
pensation. To continue to cherish unavailing 
sorrow for the dead, is to reproach God with 
severity in his dealings towards us; — ^it is 
to show that we prefer the creature to the 
Creator, and undervalue the sources of happi- 
ness which he has opened up for uh in himsell 
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This is a disposition which, if we are really 
the children of God, cannot be permitted to 
go unpunished. God will not leave us in this 
state. When a cBild that is chastened by a 
parent refuses to yield, that parent, if he is a 
judicious one, will continue the chastisement 
till he compel submission. And so God may 
be expected to repeat the chastisement^ till 
he compel the submission of his people. Be- 
hold then, in this, bereaved mourner, tho ^ 
danger of cherishing a rebellious, repining 
spirit, and learn submission to the will of GK)d, 
lest a worse thing come upon thee. 

But it is quite possible for a person to 
manifest a meek, submissive, unrepining dis- 
position; — to feel and acknowledge that the 
Sovereign Disposer of all events was quite en- 
titled to remove his child; that he has acted 
righteously, and wisely, and kindly in doing 
so, and that he has inflicted on himself, per- 
sonally, far less than his iniquities deserved; 
— whilst yet his heart broods over its loss, and 
if it does not eiLactly refuse to be comforted, 
yet feels a sorrow, which scarcely admits of 
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removaL What once delighted and charmed 
him^ has now lost its power to please. Yea^ 
the very sight of objects which he once de- 
lighted to behold, and of scenes which he once 
delighted to visit, only augments his sorrow, 
and opens, as it were, afresh the springs of 
grief which had begun to be somewhat stayed, 
by recalling vividly to memory the beloved 
departed with whom he used to eigoy them. 
He feels as if he could tread no more {he 
green, where that lovely little one used to 
play beside him; — 

"And ill 2 world seems a waste which he would noi 
behold^ 
Since the heart that could cheer him is Bilent and 
cold." 

Dear mourner 1 we cansmypathize with these 
feelings, for we know them by sad experience; 
but we would have you not to brood with 
selfish sorrow over your own loss, but rather 
to look with the eye of fEdth to your child's 
unspeakable gain. Let those objects which 
recall the memory of his artless ways, his 
engaging attentions, and the sweet music of 
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his silvery Toice, suggest to you, henceforth, 
the infinitely more glorious sights and exalted 
society which he now enjoys. Let them 
suggest to you Ubii far lovelier aspect which 
these localities will present, when the earth 
shall have undergone the purifying baptism 
of fire — when Paradise shall have been re- 
stored, and the glories of a lovelier Eden than 
the first shall have been made to bloom — when 
the heart shall no more be made to break over 
these sad partings, and when nothing shall 
occur to mar the uninterrupted reign of 
happiness and love. 

It is your safety, your duty, and it will be 
your comfort, to seek to subdue your sorrow. 
To cherish it, indicates that it partakes, in no 
small degree, of the sorrow of the world 
which worketb death. If you thus brood 
over and encourage it, you not only under- 
value the comforts which God has provided 
for your condition, and thus affront your 
Maker; but you will ruin your health, de- 
stroy your usefulness, and, it may be, bring^ 
on a premature death. 
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The kistoTj cf the ChrlKAin Chmcii pre- 
sents to us few more loTeljcluiracteTS Hhma. that 
01 the late Ber. Leigh Richmond: and few men 
in the present cenmrr hme done more to 
edifr the Church of Girlst, and deepen and 
extend an inieres: in the great missionarj 
cause. It is impossihie for avr one who 
knows his historr. to think of him but with 
admiration and afiection, or expresB anjthing 
like disapproTal of anr part of his conduct^ but 
with hesitation and regret It is like reflect- 
ing on a father whom we reyere, perhaps^ I 
should rather sar. on a saint now in glory; 
and yet it may be of use to the lining to 
direct attention to the fact, that his excessife 
grief for the death of his son Wilberforce, 
seems to hare cut short his daj^ and thus 
prematurely depriyed the Church on earth of 
the invaluable services of that eminent man 
of God. 

There is something inexpressibly touching 
in the paternal solicitude^ and deep intensity 
of feeling manifested by this most loving and 
amiable man, in connection with the illness 
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and death of this beloved boj. On the 
morning when he perceived the first fatal 
symptoms^ " he felt a shock which seemed to 
shatter him to the very soul^ and from which 
lie never afterwards recovered." And during 
the time he sojourned with him in Scotland, 
for the benefit of his health, "his enjoy- 
ments," says his daughter, in a letter which, 
for elegance and beautiful simplicity of style, 
almost rivals the compositions of her f&ther, 
''greatly depended upon his dear boy being 
able to participate in them: if Willy drooped, 
his spirits were gone, and nature lost its 
power to charm." Again she says, "he was 
ever at the dying pillow of his suffering child, 
reading, praying, and comforting him, by day 
and by night. Before us he appeared com- 
posed and tranquil; but in his retired mo- 
ments, I have heard him giving vent to his 
feelings * with strong crying and tears.' " 

Tint dear boy seems to have been in every 
respect a son worthy of such a father; and no 
wonder that Mr Richmond's loving heart 
sunk within him, at the prospect of losing one 
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SO promising and lovely; and that he should 
have been bowed down with excessive sorrow 
after his removal, though he knew that God 
had taken him. But he seems to have aUowed 
his feelings to overcome him, and thus shorten 
a life of such pre-eminent usefulness. 

But how, it may be asked, could a man of 
such exquisite sensibility, whose '^affection 
was almost his affliction," have acted other- 
wise? He submitted to God's will, he mur- 
mured not, he repined not, but rolled the 
troublous calamity on God; and after his son's 
death, uttered only language of gratitude and 
praise. This is all true, bat he seems to have 
erred in brooding over his bereavement, and 
the consequences of this to his bodily health, 
may well serve as a warning to parenta simi- 
larly situated. Let them beware, lest^ by in- 
dulging excessive sorrow for the dead, they 
should ruin their own health, and thus inflict 
irreparable injury upon the living. 

It were well for parents to prepare them- 
selves for the death of children, whilst they are 
yet in healthy to habituate themselves to realise 
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the thought that they are not their own, but 
God's, and liable to besummond homeatanjmo- 
ment to the better treatment of their Father's 
house. Let it be our main object with re- 
gard to them, therefore, to bring them up for 
God, and prepare them for the inheritance of 
the saints in light. Thus, keeping a loose 
hold of them, the shock of their death, should 
we be called upon to witness it, will be less 
violent and overwhelming. So shall we have 
the well-grounded hope that they are with 
Jesus; and that if we are ourselves in the 
everlasting covenant, the separation will be 
only temporary. Let us be prepared for 
times of tempest and thick darkness in this 
night of sorrow, when at the very best wo 
have nothing better than the moon's pale light 
to guide and comfort us. But dark, and 
often stormy though the night may be, the 
morning, though long deferred, will dawn at 
last; and we have the blessed assurance that 
though sorrow endure the whole night 
through, joy cometh in the morning. 

As Christians, we are not forbidden to sor- 
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row; but we are forbidden to sorrow even as 
others who haye no hope. For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, eyen so them 
also who sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
him. Therefore, let us comfort one another 
with these words; and rejoice in the prospect 
of a blessed re-union in that happy land, 
where there shall be no more sickness and no 
more sorrow, no more partings, and no more 
death, and where God shall wipe away all 
tears from all eyes. 



TnE END. 
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